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General Meeting Notice 

Notice is hereby given of a General Meeting of the  

Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht Association.  

 

Tuesday 21st November 2023 at 

Club Macquarie and via ZOOM 

 

If you have information for the next 

newsletter please email by 5thDecember 

to yarrandoo990@yahoo.com.au 
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Passing of a Life Member – Ralph Penn  

 

Ralph Penn passed away on the 28th October, 2023. He was 84 years old. 

Ralph joined Newcastle and Hunter Trailer yacht in 1989 with a 21ft Clipper Trailer Sailer. Realising very quickly that 

this was not the boat for him, Ralph purchased a Duncanson 26 in South Australia (hull and deck only) and towed it 

back to his home in Kahibah where he meticulously fitted out and rigged his new boat which he named 

“Penultimate” 

 

Ralph won many a race in his time and I can still remember him sitting at the presentation table full of trophies.  

Ralph was a remarkable man, very fastidious and well known for sharing his skills and knowledge to other club 

members. 

 

When Ralph sold his boat, his sailing was not over. He put his hand up and became the club handicapper for a 

number of years and I was lucky to then have Ralph on board as my crew/helmsman/navigator and friend.  

 

Fair winds Ralph! May you always have blue skies and sun shining on your back. Till we meet again!  

 

Hart Peters 

Farr & Beyond 

  



4 

 

 



5 

 

General Meeting 17 October 2023 

Welcome by Chair Greg Cross,  

➢ Meeting Opened:  7 pm.  

ATTENDANCE                

Apologies: Kevin & Gaylene Newman, Garry & Cathy Chalmers, Dot Haig, Brian & Heather Bath, Cathy White, 

Doug & Robyn Wilson. Lisa & John Pateman. Chris Keevers, Robyn Parker, Garry and Kirsty Channon. Doug Dyce, 

Graham Schubert and Charmaine Mills, 

Attendance: Via Zoom - See recording.  Brian & Val Harrison, Peter & Kerry Melbourne, John & Carol Parker, 

Jaquie & Peter Armstrong. Robert Remington 

Attendance at Club Macquarie:  Greg Cross, Ken Hill & Tania Kelland, Phil Sparkes, Warren Parrot, John Haig, 

Barry White. 

Visitor/s:   Nil. 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The minutes of meeting dated 19 September 2023 as printed in the October 2023 Newsletter be accepted.   

Moved   Ken Hill                    Seconded:        Barry White. 

Any matters arising from the previous minutes:  Ken to contact Lake Macquarie Council regarding a general coverage 

approval for F Jetty for the year ie in case of bad weather.  

Any items to be discussed in General Business:  Nil 

Correspondence:   In:  Nil, mailbox checked tonight.    

Action Taken –  Nil. 

Outwards:  Nil. 

Treasurers Report as presented by Jacquie Armstrong 

CB Business Account   Opening Balance @ 18.09.23    $19,417.35   
            
Plus Receipts   
  Membership & sailing fees  $ 1925.00  

October Long Weekend  $   760.00 $2,685.00 
Less Expenses  
  Gallagher Insurance   $ 1096.89   

K Hill (Rathmine butcher OLW)  $     50.50 
K.Hill (IGA, OLW)                   $     92.80 
C.Keevers (Refund SA fee)   $     40.00 
Xero (accounting)    $     32.00  

  Ling Trophies (PN)   $   893.20 
Bank Transfer Fees   $       1.65 
Transfer to Card acc   $   550.00 $ 2757.04 

 
Closing Balance @ 16.10.23 as per bank statement     $ 19,345.31  
     
CB Card Account   Opening Balance @ 18.09.23     $365.09  
    
Plus Receipts 

Membership chq    $   90.00      
Card Top-up    $ 550.00  $640.00 

    
Less Expenses   

Rathmines Butcher (OLW)    $ 500.50  $500.50 
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Closing Balance @ 16.10.23 as per bank statement     $ 504.59  
       
Total Accumulative Funds over all 2 accounts  @ 16.10.23   $ 19,849.90 
 

Membership and Sailing fees are due from members. 

October Long Weekend catering: Income $760; Expenditure $643.80; Balance $116.20  

Thank you.    
Jacquie Armstrong.  Treasurer. 
Treasurers Report Moved:     Jacquie Armstrong    Seconded:    Kim Sparkes 

 

Racing Report  

Trailer Sailor Racing Report Brian Harrison 

➢ October Long weekend 3 hr race was a “Stern Chase”, with the start based on handicap.  22 boats, visiting Eliot 

5.9 Time Out skippered by Scott Ovenden, a new boat, came in 1st.  Another visitor, a Castle 650 Moon Lighting, 

finished second, with the first club boat, Gundaroo II, sailed by Doug & Andrew Dyce finishing third.  

➢ October 6 hr Race.  This was unfortunately postponed and then cancelled due to the weather, as boats were 

dragging their anchors. 

➢ Race 3 had 7 boats, including new members in a Farr 7500 “Gilt Edge” sailed by Paul and Stephen, and another 

Farr 7500 “See Farr E” with Samantha, Scott and Peter had a great time.  There were also Formula 1 power boat 

races over the weekend off Rathmines.  They had an exclusion zone which we worked around.  The race was 

around Pulbah Island, with lots of wind holes.   

➢ Race 4 had 9 boats, with champagne sailing, perfect sailing weather, and a great weekend with new members 

enjoying themselves.  CBH 3rd Crosswind, 2nd True North, 1st Amethyst. PBH 3rd Aye Sea Red, 2nd unknown , 

1st True North. 

OTB Report Brian Harrison. 

➢ 23 Sept had 7 boats, including a new member Vincent.  Val sailed solo on her new Maricat, & didn’t beat Warren, 

which was her objective – better luck next time Val! 

Cruising Report and upcoming cruises by Val Harrison 

➢ The Karuah River Cruise had 7 boats including 1 visitor “Gilt Edge” a Farr 7500 with Paul and crew, and Paul is 

now a member.  Dinner was at the bowlo, and there was a walk up the harbour on Sunday morning.  

➢ 28/29 Octoberfest cruise is on Lake Macquarie.  Happy hour theme is Octoberfest with Beer and pretzels!  It 

would be great for the new Facebook members to come and meet everyone! 

➢ The November cruise is on the Manning River, from Taree down the river, stay overnight, and return, and there is 

lots of interest from 9 boats so far.  Need a cruise leader, so who will put their hand up!?   

➢ A Cruise Leader is also needed for New Year’s Eve cruise on Myall Lakes!  

➢ There is attendance list on the webpage and FB page, please indicated on both if you are attending that event so 

organisers can know numbers attending.   

Website & Facebook pages update by Val Harrison 

➢ The Website has been updated with latest race dates and cruise dates to keep you all informed.  

➢ Lake Macquarie Trailer Sailers Facebook page update - over 300 page members, with lots of activity, lots are 

talking about their boats, and coming to events, including the Manning River Cruise.   

➢ Thanks to those putting content onto the page, Ken, Warren & Peter.  

Membership update by Phil Sparkes 

➢ Karen and Peter Armitage from Hinton with “Black Majic” a Noelex 25 has paid membership fees only.  

Accepted. 

➢ Paul and Jennifer Webster.  Farr 7500 “Gilt Edge”. - Accepted 

➢ Russel Martin paid at the October long weekend.  Paperwork to follow.  
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➢ As at 1st October your Membership is now overdue.  All have been sent a reminder and won’t receive the next 

emailed newsletter.  Membership from 46 down to 36, 5 sold boats, 5 to pay, plus 5 OTBs to pay.  

➢ Members need to pay Sailing Australia fees as well, it is not optional, unless you are also registered with another 

club. We need the members date of birth so the correct person is recorded.  

Social update by Tania Kelland.  

➢ Only 2 months to go until the Christmas Party!  We will do the platters as last year, as they were popular and 

everyone enjoyed them. 

➢ Ken advised that the theme is “Catalina Christmas Casino Royale - Bowties, Ties, and Fascinators”.  Every paid 

attendee will receive NHTYA dollars. There will be games of chance, and prizes.  

General business 

➢ Val - Is there a process for adding new members to our email lists, txt message, newsletter lists.  Yes, updating the 

lists is in progress. 

➢ Brian – it is difficult to collect Visitor fees.  Forms have a space to declare if boat insured.  An item on whether to 

collect fees discussion will to go to the next Committee meeting. 

➢ Robert - thanks to Tania for the long weekend food, and the cooks, it was a great weekend.  

➢ Peter – new club shirts can be ordered using the order form in the newsletter.  All had a great time at the long 

weekend. 

➢ Jacquie – Ken to go and see the Marine outlet in Morisset to discuss the advertising, so Jacquie can send an 

invoice.  

➢ John – Need to ask LMCC, to clean out the Styles Point boat ramp, as there is a build up of dirt washed down the 

ramp.  Normally ask Lake Macquarie CC Works Depot to clean it out.  Ensure get a job number to follow up.  

Plus thanks for repairing the access road. 

➢ Phil - Is the Myall Lakes campsite to be booked for New Years Eve.  $800 for 2 sites.  Sparkes paid half for their 

family, but not going this year.  So does the club want to pay the $800 for 2 sites, or 1 site for $400.  Would need 

to have someone go there to put up a tent.  Val to put up a flyer and attendance list for New Years Eve period, on 

Members FB & Lake Mac FB. 

➢ We have reinsured the club – 1 section not complying with is to show waiver of liability form before each event 

and safety briefing.  Racing does anyway, Cruising needs to fill a form as well.  Can it be added to the 

membership form or does it need a separate form.  Some other clubs do a blanket form, some do specific events.  

Phil will check with the insurance company which they want.  The committee will discuss.  

➢ Warren – meeting speakers feedback problem work in progress. 

➢ Warren – football on the big screen needs a few things, ie an arial to be kept in the bunker or at the Secretaries 

house. Warren will confirm price and agreed to purchase if under $100ish.  

➢ Warren had a ball taking photos on the long weekend from his MacGregor, so contact him if you want one. He 

may do this more often. 

➢ Phil – need 2 new gazebo covers as 2 are at end of life – agreed he will get 2 new ones. 

Meeting Closed:   8.16    pm 

Ken Hill 

NHTYA Secretary 
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RACING UPDATE – NOVEMBER 2023 

By Peter Melbourne, Race Officer 

 

 

 

The Spring Series has been progressing well with the final weekend being December 9th and 10th coinciding with the 

club’s Christmas function on the Saturday night. So it’s a good chance to introduce family members or friends to the 

“Joy of Racing”. 

 

Sign on at Race Briefings  

We have re-introduced physically signing on at our pre-race briefings. This had been suspended about three years 

ago when there were gathering restrictions due to Covid. The signing on at the pre race briefing ensures at least one 

crew member from each competing boat is present to hear essential safety and race organisation details. The pre 

start on the water individual radio check will still occur. 

The Committee is currently working on a waiver statement that will soon accompany the sign on sheet. This waiver is 

now a requirement from our insurers.  

 2023 Spring Series Races 3 & 4 15 & 16 Oct 23 

Race 3 

PBH 

 

CBH 
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Race 4 

 

 

CBH 

 

 

 Race Reports 

Race 3   Saturday  14th Oct 2023     

Wind: N/W 6  to 10 Knots 

Course: Pulbah Is. (Starboard) and return to Start / Finish Line   Killaben Bay 

John Haig and crew Russell Martin (Russell,  prospective new member) Sailing JOCIMO  Noelex 25  

The fleet got away to a good start, I believe FREESPIRIT (Barry and Darrel) an excellent start 2 sec late over the line, Jocimo 

10 sec late. Most of the fleet stayed together and  favored the middle to southside of the course heading towards Wangi Pt.  

We on JOCIMO choose a more northern course and stayed out wide. At Wangi Pt the fleet caught up having to deal with the 

Wind Shadow coming off the Point. From memory TRUE NORTH ( Peter and Kerry ) and JOCIMO stayed out wide East of the 

point and took a direct line for the old Gas Bouy mark, with PLASTQUE (Brian and Val) some distance west.  

JOCIMO was first around East side of Pulbah Is. with PLASTQUE close behind, Brian suggested tightening the Cunningham to 
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improve the shape of our Main Sail, but have issues that need to be addressed. PLASTQUE was the first boat to round 

Pulbah Is. not far ahead of JOCIMO and downwind pulled away, only to catch up again in that Wind Shadow at Wangi Pt.  

Looking back FREE SPIRIT was the next boat in sight, travelling well on the West side of Pulbah Is.. PLASTQUE and JOCIMO 

desperately trying to find a breeze to clear Wangi Pt. with FREE SPIRIT soon joining us on the South side of the Wind 

Shadow. We on JOCIMO noticed SEA FARR E (FARR 750 new members Simon and Samantha Parr) sailing nicely out towards 

Swansea mark so we followed suite, only to find they were Motor Sailing and following the NHTYA fleet. Here we are out 

wide watching the majority of boats rounding Wangi Pt. in close, PLASTQUE in the lead with FREE SPIRIT, our main 

opposition, looking dangerous also clearing the point. 

Somehow with "Heaps of Luck and Pure Skill" of course, we took advantage of the Wind Shifts and put distance on FREE 

SPIRIT, and by then PLASTQUE well in the lead. Nearing the Finish Line we looked a comfortable 2nd place over the line, so 

the Skipper thought time to celebrate, and cracked a Coldie. WRONG! We were hit by a sudden gust of wind a few hundred 

meters from the line, experiencing an out of control ROUND UP, an extra tack, and precious time. At least we entertained 

the Duty Officers on EIRENE Commodore Robbin Parker and Vice Commodore Greg Cross. Thanks to you guys and Race 

organiser Peter Melbourne, Race Handicapper Brian Harrison also my crew Russell Martin.  

Thanks to all participants. 

Regards John Haig  (JOCIMO)     

PS: Barry we may have some more opposition, I believe 2 more Noelex's joining the club. Also not to be ignored that KIWI on 

AYE SEA RED .  

 

A PERFECT DAY’S SAILING 

Race Report Sunday 15 October 2023 

By Peter Melbourne True North 

 

We woke on Sunday to lovely weather and the dulcet tones of high performance outboards tuning up for the F1 

powerboat racing at Rathmines. Ah the serenity! 

Overnight Kerry and I had recovered from our scurvy symptoms acquired in yesterday’s race when we sailed into a 

never-ending wind hole. I needed therapy for my frustration and Kerry needed therapy due to being trapped on a 

small boat with a frustrated me. 

Anyway, today was a new day and more importantly a different wind direction and a favourably adjusted handicap 

rating from yesterday’s unfortunate results (get over it Peter!).  

 

John and Dot Haig on Jocomo set an excellent start line and a flawless start procedure. We won’t talk about 

yesterday’s line set by no less than our Commodore and Vice Commodore! Yeah, yeah, we heard the story about the 

dragging anchor. 

We chose an Easterly Course as it is shorter than the North East course and we had more chance of completing it in 

the light winds. This proved to be a lovely course to sail.  

We timed our start well but Crosswind hit the line at speed to windward and was soon in front. We took a gamble 

and stayed close to the shore up to Coal Point and this paid off with good breeze the whole way. When we crossed 

tacks with Crosswind she was still in front. It was a windward work to the LMYC mark with slightly sprung sheets.  
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The mark was hard to see due to a few fishing boats right on the mark. What is it with fishing boats and yacht racing 

marks? Do the marks attract fish? I know they attract racing yachts. We followed Crosswind around the mark with 

Plastique (Brian and Val), the Noelexes Free Spirit Barry White and Daryl and Aye Sea Red Ken Hill and crew. They 

were followed by Amethyst (easier to spell than say!) Will and Sue, Eirene Greg and Robin, and new members Gilt 

Edge Farr 750 Paul Webster and crew. Garry Chalmers took the opportunity to take his delightful mum out for a sail 

by following the fleet around in Coconut Duck. 

From LMYC it was a fast reach to Marks Pt mark and then downwind to Coal Point mark in a lighter patch of breeze.  

On this leg some of the boats behind started to make ground with a steadying breeze of 8 to10 knots. We worked 

hard at trying to catch Crosswind on the work back to Andersons but Graeme was sailing well on his own with his 

cooperative electronic helmsperson. Not sure what the pronoun is.  

It was a long downwind run/broad reach all the way back to Rathmines. We poled out our headsail for as long as we 

could and managed to hold off the fast  finishing Plastique under a blue spinnaker.  

We were close enough behind Crosswind to pick up first on PBH and second on CBH with Amethyst sailing a great 

last leg to pick up first on CBH. 

It was one of those perfect sailing days. Sunny weather moderated by a steady cool nor-easter. Great competition 

with friends who enjoyed the day as much as we did. We only made one mistake on the day and that was back at the 

boat ramp. And as I’m the report writer I can choose not to write about it! But thanks to those who helped me out. 

 

Off The Beach (OTB) Racing 23 Sep 23 

Yardstick 

 

Personal Handicap 
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Yardstick 

 

Personal Handicap 

 

Yardstick 

 

Personal Handicap 
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This is a great river to sail- there 
is a race in January that many club 

members have competed in however 

not so many trailer sailers these days. 

We’ll be launching at Taree at the Endeavour place boat ramp at 

the end of Stevenson street. We intend to kick off at 10am on Sat 25th.  Brian and I will be there 
late Friday night and stay overnight either on our boat or at a jetty close by. 

Yes, we are sailing all the way to Manning Point.  

Yes, we fit under the bridge. 

Berthing stern into the beach you can 

venture over the sandhill to the ocean- 
Can hear the waves while in bed! 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy hour in the beautiful gardens (with toilets) 

followed by a short walk to the Club for dinner 

Sat night. 

Then we ‘SAIL’ back on the Sunday. I’ve been told 
the café across the road has great coffee and bacon 

and egg rolls to start the day. 

 

Manning River Cruise
 November  Sat 25th- Sun 26th 

 
Cruise Leaders- Val and Brian Harrison 

Contact – 0435242274 
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ORDERS BEING TAKEN NOW FOR NEW CLUB SHIRTS AND JACKETS 
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MERCHANDISE 

Stocks of NHTYA Club caps, coolers and Burgees - contact Phillip 0414 223654 

                                Caps $25 each          Stubby Holders $5 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOATYARD       

Buy, find, swap, sell, give away. 

Other club members may be able to use the boat gear that is cluttering your shed. Send us a 

word document and we can post it here. 
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   Activity Location Contact Points Extra Info 

2023 

July 15-16 Sat-Sun      

July 18 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

July 22-23 Sat-Sun Cruise On-shore       2  

July 29-30 Sat-Sun      

August 5-6 Sat-Sun      

August 12-13 Sat-Sun      

August 15 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

August 19 Sat AUDIT  Rathmines Hart Peters   

August 19 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

August 26-27 Sat-Sun Cruise Home Lake Macquarie John &Lisa Pateman 2 Jetty Cruise 

Sept 2-3 Sat-Sun     Father’s Day 

Sept 9-10 Sat-Sun Race 1&2 F-Jetty 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567   

Sept 16-17 Sat-Sun Cruise Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Sept 19 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

Sept 23 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Sept/Oct 30-2 Sat-Mon 3&6 hour regatta Styles  2 NRL Grand Final BBQ 

Oct 7-8 Sat-Sun      

Oct 14-15 Sat-Sun Race 3&4 Styles 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Oct 17 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

Oct  21 Sat  OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Oct 28-29 Sat Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Nov  4-5 Sat -Sun      

Nov 11-12 Sat-Sun Race 5&6 Styles 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Nov  18 Sat OTB  
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Nov  21 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 0400208553   

Nov  25-26 Sat-Sun Cruise Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Dec 2-3 Sat-Sun      

Dec 9-10 Sat -Sun 
Race 7&8/ Xmas 
Party Styles 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2 Points for racing 

Dec 16 Sat OTB  
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Dec 25-26 Sat- Sun     Christmas  
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                                                       2024 

Dec/Jan 31-1 Sat-Sun Cruise Myall Lakes  2 New Years Eve 

Jan 6-7 Sat-Sun      

Jan 13-14 Sat-Sun Race 1&2 Styles 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Jan 20 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Jan 26-28 Sat-Mon Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2 Australia Day 

Feb 3-4 Sat-Sun      

Feb 10-11 Sat-Sun Race 3&4 Styles 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Feb 17-18 Sat-Sun Cruise Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Feb 20 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

Feb 24 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

March 2-3 Sat-Sun Race 5&6 Styles 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

March 9-10 Sat-Sun     Marlay Point 

March 16-17 Sat-Sun Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

March 19 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

March 23 Sat OTB Rathmines 

Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

March/April 29-1 Fri-Mon Cruise Myall Lakes 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2 EASTER 

April 6-7 Sat-Sun      

April 13-14 Sat-Sun Race 7&8 F-Jetty 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

April 16 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

April 20 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

April 27-28 Sat-Sun Cruise  Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

May 4-5 Sat-Sun     Bay to Bay  

May 11-12 Sat-Sun OTB (Sat) Rathmines 

Brian Harrison 
0421979452  Mother’s Day 

May  18-19 Sat-Sun Race 9 &10 F-Jetty 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

May 21 Tuesday AGM Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

May 25-26 Sat-Sun Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

June 1-2 Sat-Sun      

June 8-10 Sat-Mon Cruise/Regatta TBA/Lake Keepit   Keepit Cool regatta 

June 15-16 Sat-Sun      

June 18 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  TBA   

June 22-23 Sat-Sun     FLOAT YOUR BOAT 

 


