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Commodore 
Ken Hill - 0400 208 553 
 
Vice Commodore 
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Secretary 
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and members expressly disclaim any liability to any 

person for anything done or omitted to be done in 
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General Meeting Notice 

Notice is hereby given of the  
Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht 

Association.  
 

Tuesday 7pm on 18th 
November 2025 at  

Club Macquarie and via ZOOM 
 

If you have information for the next 
newsletter, please email by 20th 

December  to  
johnlisa@outlook.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deadline for content for the 

next Newsletter:  
7th February 

mailto:info@NHTYA.com
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Race weekend was another great time for all those sailing!  

The weather was kind with a bit of everything, starting off 

slow then building up with a few gusts along the way!   

Happy hour was full of tales and recharging the energy levels, then there was over 20 

of us for dinner Saturday night at the Rathmines Bowling club.  Yes, they do a fantastic 

job, with great Thai food! 

Thanks to the Sunday morning BBQ Bacon & eggs cooks for the user pays breakfast, 

it’s great to have a chat over a bit of breakfast to start the day – even second breakfast 

for some early risers! 

The weather gods have been toying with the OTB cohort as Brain will tell.  As I’m 

writing this the sun is shining, the Lake’s sparkling, the gusts are well over 25knots !– 

and that’s the reason I didn’t go for a sail today! 

If anyone is taking your boat out for a weekend somewhere, then invite the rest of us 

along, and suddenly you’re a cruise leader.  Go on invite us!  I know that there was 

going to be an impromptu cruise on the lake called last weekend, and then the weather 

turned to rubbish, and those plans were cancelled, however don’t let that stop you if 

you’re wanting to go for a sail at some stage. 

It’s that time again  - Christmas Party time!!! See the flyer for full details, but get 

dressed up in your pirate outfits, bring your pirate flags on 6 December for a great time, 

and be prepared to join in the Pirate Jig!! 

 

 

              
 

Fair winds to you all and see you at the ramp soon! 

Ken 

Your Commodore   
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Minutes for General Meeting 
21 October 2025 

 

Welcome by Meeting Phillip Sparkes 

Meeting Opened:    7.16   pm.  

 

ATTENDANCE                   

Apologies:  Val Harrison, Jennina & John Boer, John & Dorothy Haig,  Brian 
Bath, Paul & Jennifer Webster, Tania Hill, David & Linda Younger, Robert 
Rimington, Kim Sparkes, Hart Peters 

Attendance: Via Zoom Ken Hill Peter & Karen Armitage, Jennifer Gregson, 
Peter Melbourne, Brian Harrison 

Attendance at Club Macquarie:  Greg Cross & Phillip Sparkes 

Visitor/s:   Nil 

 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The minutes of meeting held 16 September 2025 as printed in the October 2025 
Newsletter be accepted.   

Moved:       Phillip Sparkes                             Seconded:    Jenny Gregson 

 

Any matters arising from the previous minutes:  Nil  
Any items to be discussed in General Business:  Nil. 

Mailbox:  Nil. 

Correspondence In:  Nil. 

Email:  Nil. 

Action Taken –  

Outwards:  Nil 

 

 

Treasurers Report was presented by Jennifer Gregson and shared on the 

screen. 

The full Treasurers Report is available to Members in the “Members Only” section 
of the website. 

Thank you.    
Jennifer Gregson.   
Treasurer. 
 
Treasurers Report Moved:     Jennifer Gregson    Seconded:    Greg Cross 
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Racing Report  
➢ Peter Melbourne 

• Racing program is going really well.   

• Looking at Race fees for Spring 26 boats paid.   

• There has been great comradery and improved racing skills.   

• I was ODD on the Sunday.  Boats were over the line within 3 to 5 seconds of the 

gun.   

• During October we had the 3 and 6 hour race.  This is our biggest event.  This time 

we had the Castle Association running their inaugural race.   Discussions had 

started in Feb about accommodating the Castles.  We ended up attracting 11 

Castles 2 were from Victoria.  Fantastic weather.   

• Castles Association were very happy with how it went and liked the friendliness of 

the club 

• Overall 22 boats that weekend.  Huge crowd at the Club.  We were the noisiest 

Table at the Club.   

• The BBQ and screening of the footy on the Sunday night.   

• A special thanks to Brian and Val.  Brian in particular put in a huge effort in being 

Race Officer.   

• Thanks to Ken and Tania for their hard work putting together Social side of that 

weekend. 

• 11 Boats on the Sunday with up to about 20 knots.  Usually there would be 

retirements on those conditions but everyone finished.    

• The event coincided with the Fast and Loud Festival.  

• If you are short of crew put it up on Facebook.   

• There is a guy who has just bought a Clubman 8 who has been hanging around 

and may join the Club. 

 

 

• Next race weekend is races 5 & 6.  Brian will be Race Organiser as I will be in 

Victoria.  Biddy Too and Jocimo are Officers of the Day that weekend. 

 

➢ Brian Harrison  

• No OTB since the last meeting.   
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Cruising Report and Upcoming Cruises  
➢ Nil 

 

Membership update  
➢ Phillip Sparkes    

• Benjamin & April Sargant.  They have paid.  They come from Campbelltown.  They 

don’t own a boat.  Sailing Australia has been allocated. 

 Moved:  Phillip Sparkes    Seconded: Ken Hill 

 

• Geoff & Louise Whinestock.  They own a Cygnet 20 called Missee Lee.  Have they 

paid? 

 Moved:  Phillip Sparkes      Seconded:  Ken Hill 

 

• There are 42 members that have paid. 

 

Update for Facebook & Website 
➢ Greg Cross  

• Racing report is loaded. So is Jen’s Treasurers Report. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
➢ Ken Hill 

Christmas Party 
• Food from butcher has been ordered, it will go down to Styles Point ready to go.  This 

was organised and approved by Committee.  $35.00 per head.  The Theme is Xmas 

Pirates and Xmas Wenches.  There might the odd hoho sing along as well. 

 

➢ Brian Harrison 

• Discovered a nice clean centreboard helps make you go faster 

• The month previous month I took off all the paint and polished the centreboard 

and the boat is now up with the other boats. 

 

➢ John & Carol 

• Looking forward to Xmas.  Going away in the caravan. 

 

➢ Phillip Sparkes 

• I have done the Aust Gov Tax Return for this year.  Once figured out it is easy to 

do. 

 

➢ Ken Hill 

• The pay as you go breakfast went down well.  Everyone had a good time. 

 

➢ Greg Cross 

• The face to face meeting at Club Macquarie.  Still want to see if we should have 

Zoom only.  Only Phil and myself here tonight.  We are back in the racing season 

and numbers haven’t increased. 

 

➢ Phil  Sparkes  

• We will need to discuss Zoom only meetings at special General Meeting before it 

is put before the club for vote. 

 

➢ Brian Harris 

• Have qualified in First Aid in the last month. 

 

No other business. 

Meeting Closed:    8.04  pm 
Karen Armitage 
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Off The Beach Racing Results 



NHTYA Catalina Fleet News – November 2025 9 

 

Off The Beach Racing Results 
Oct 25 

 
Race 4 
Yardstick 

 
 

 
Personal Handicap 

 

 
 
Race 5 
Yardstick 

 

 
Personal Handicap 
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Race 6 
Yardstick 

 
 

 

 

Personal Handicap 
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RACING UPDATE – November 2025 
By Peter Melbourne, Race Officer 

 

 
 

 

THE SPRING SERIES 
 
With Race 4 completed, we are now halfway through the series. The October 19th  and 20th was 
another great weekend of weather, light breezes on the Saturday and pumping E/NE on the Sunday. 
We had 12 boats in each race and we managed to navigate our way free of the GP Powerboat 
Racing at Rathmines. 
Our next Race weekend is the 15th and 16th of November. 
Come and join the fun!! 
 
AVOIDING COLLISIONS 
 
With more boats racing in our club, which is great, there are more interactions between boats so we 
need to be vigilant in avoiding incidents. 
 
In the workplace and general community, one of the most effective ways to avoid a safety incident is 
to separate people from the hazard. This is done by fencing, traffic cones etc. On the water, it is 
done by the non-right of way boat keeping well clear of the boat that has right of way. 
 
We sail boats that are between 1 and 2 tonnes that don’t have brakes so any collision can be 
harmful to both crew and the boats and rig. Variations in wind strength and direction plus wave 
actions can make close proximity unsafe very quickly. 
 
SO, PLEASE BE VIGILANT (that is, keep a lookout) AND CONSERVATIVE. Anticipate possibilities and 
have a plan of action before you get into closer proximity. Remember, even boats with right of way 
have a responsibility to avoid a collision. 
 
Brian Harrison and myself will be conducting rule refreshers at the pre-race briefings so that 
everyone can build their understanding and confidence. 
 
For new sailers, don’t be worried. A knowledge of a few basic rules will mostly keep you out of 
trouble.  These are Port/Starboard tacks, windward and leeward boats and overtaking boat keeps 
clear. 
 
A search of YouTube gives you plenty of excellent videos on sailing rules and what to do in many 
situations. 
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RACE 4 REPORT, SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER 2025 
By Will Hardcastle, Amethyst 

Sunday 19th showed a lot of promise with a good breeze and sunshine.  Not 
too hot if I remember correctly. 
 
The intergalactic powerboat championship was taking place on the lake on this 
weekend, and the smaller boats were using Kilaben Bay as their race 
area.  Consequently, our start was a little further south than normal.  No bad 
thing with a N/E breeze as the wind was patchy on the west side of Coal 
Point.  Division one got away and it was indeed a little patchy.  There was a 
gamble between the shorter distance and potentially more wind shadow or 
sailing a little further but in better pressure.  I chose the former, and Missy Lee 
the latter.  Which paid off for them.  She skipped out into the lead and was not 
bettered. 
 
Once clear of Coal Point and we were into the breeze proper.  The two Farr 
600ôs were having an interesting time.  Chris in Deja vu had a "no 3ò and full 
main, whilst Farr Haven ran with a ñno 3ò and a reef.  I think Chris was able to 
stay in front until towards the end of the race when the breeze was getting up to 
around 18 - 20 knots and the reef helped Farr Haven. 
 
I was sailing solo, whereas Missy Lee had three up.  I had my North sails on, 
whilst Missy Lee had the standard issue Hood sails.  I have to say that Hoods 
have done a good job of making sails for the Cygnets.  My North gear is good, 
although I must admit that I think it is a bit overbuilt.  Come the nuclear 
holocaust, two things that will survive are cockroaches and my North 
sails.  They are bullet proof!  Unlike most sails that need replacing I think the 
sails will be looking for a new boat. 
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The course took us to Albert for the first work.  Missy Lee had something in the 
order of 225 kg of human ballast.  I had my 87 kg, plus my hat and sunnies etc 
so say 90.  (Plus, did I mention that the North main is 2kg heavier than the 
Hood main?  I am sure we donôt need reminding that weight aloft is not good) I 
will work the figures out one of these days, but it was a salutary lesson in the 
benefit of righting moment!  No-one could catch Missy Lee.  And they were not 
too familiar with where the marks were so did a great job of finding the correct 
marks. 
 
I had a full main on the first work, and had great fun on the run, catching little 
waves etc.  I elected to reef for the second work which was from Coal point to 
Lake Macquarie Yacht Club I believe.  Approaching the Coal point mark ready 
for the work I used the tiller clutch to ñsecureò the tiler whilst I reefed.  Despite 
the fact that reefing is very easy on Amethyst, the reality is that the boat was 
yawing around all over the place and it was a pretty interesting exercise.  It 
doesnôt take long either but when I had the reef in I had to bear away sharply to 
make the mark!  I thought it must have looked funny from off the boat.  I 
certainly had a chuckle.  The tiller clutch incidentally works a lot better up wind 
as the boat is not too badly balanced.  It allowed me to rummage around below 
for a minute or two to find the doughnuts that we bought on Saturday.  Most 
welcome as I was getting a bit peckish by then.  As mentioned above the 
breeze was getting up a bit towards the end of the race so the reef was a good 
choice when solo.  On Cygnets it reduces the helm pressure quire dramatically. 
 
The rest of the race was back to the finish from LMYC.  Again, a great ride 
downhill.  I managed to pole out the jib, using the tiller clutch again, with the 
usual careering about that this involves. 
 
As usual the trick is then picking a course that will keep you in the wind as 
much as possible and not in the lee of Coal Point.  
 
I for one, thoroughly enjoyed the day, as did most I 
believe.  However, I think it is fair to say that there were a 
few who certainly did not want to see any more wind than 
what we had.  It was a bit of a boisterous day! 
 
I cannot really comment on the larger division boats, 
probably because I was pretty busy on my own.  And also, 
unlike the usual scenario, I donôt think they caught up with 
us! 
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           Aloha! You're Invited to a 
Hawaiian Luau Party Night! 

       
    Date: Pgy"[gctҲu"Gxg"4247 

 

    Location:  Shelly Beach Myall Lakes 

 

           Get ready to escape to Paradise! 

Join us and fellow NHTYA members for a night of tropical vibes, island beats 

and unforgettable fun. Dress in your best Hawaiian attire if you wish ҭ think 

floral shirts, grass skirts, and leis ҭ cpf"ngvҲu"jwnc"vjg"pkijv"cyc{# 

 

              What to Expect: 

Jcyckkcp"DDS"qp"vjg"dgcejҿdtkpi"{qwt"ogcv"cpf"DDS"cpf"c"ucncf"vq"ujctg 

BYO Cocktail drinks 

Music and games will be provided by the hosts  

 

       FqpҲv"okuu"qwv"qp"vjku"
tropical escape ҭ kvҲu"iqkpi"vq"

be a Luau to remember!            

Mahalo! See you there!         
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MERCHANDISE 
Stocks of NHTYA Club caps, coolers and Burgees - contact Phillip 0414 223654 

                                Caps $25 each          Stubby Holders $5 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Club is proudly supported by  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Macquarie the place to CELEBRATE!!! 
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2025   Activity Location Contact Pts Extra 
Info 

Nov 1 - 
2 

Sat - 
Sun 

Cruise ? ? 2  

Nov 8 - 

9 

Sat - 

Sun 

     

Nov 15 - 

16 

Sat - 

Sun 

Race 5 & 6 Styles Pt Peter 

Melbourne 

0412 278 567 

2  

Nov 18 Tue General Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 

0400 208 553 

  

Nov 22 -
23 

Sat - 
Sun 

Cruise   2  

Nov 29 - 

30 

Sat - 

Sun 

OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 

  

Dec 6 - 

7 

Sat - 

Sun 

Race 7 & 8 Styles Pt Peter 

Melbourne 

0412 278 567 

2 Xmas Party 

Saturday 

Night 

Dec 13  OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 

  

Dec/Jan 27 - 
3 

Sat - 
Sat 

Myalls Cruise Myall Lakes John & Lisa 
Pateman 

0425361850 

2 New Year’s 
Eve Party 
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2026   Activity Location Contact Pts Extra 
Info 

Dec/Jan 31-1 Wed-

Thu 

Cruise Myalls ? 2  

Jan 3-4 Sat-

Sun 

     

Jan 10-11 Sat-
Sun 

OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421 979 452 

  

Jan 17-18 Sat-

Sun 

Race 1&2 Styles Peter Melbourne 

0412278567 

2  

Jan 24-26 Sat-

Mon 

Cruise Lake Macquarie ? 2 Australia Day 

Weekend 

Jan/Feb 31-1 Sat-
Sun 

     

Feb 7-8 Sat-

Sun 

Race 3&4 Styles Peter Melbourne 

0412278567 

2  

Feb 14-15 Sat-

Sun 

OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 

  

Feb 17 Tue Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 
0400208553 

  

Feb 21-22 Sat-

Sun 

Cruise ? ? 2  

Feb/Mar 28-1 Sat-

Sun 

     

Mar 7-8 Sat-
Sun 

Race 5&6 Styles Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 

2 Marlay Point 
Overnight Race 

Mar 14-15 Sat-

Sun 

OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 

  

Mar 17 Tue Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 

0400208553 

  

Mar 21-22 Sat-
Sun 

Cruise ? ? 2  

Mar 28-29 Sat-

Sun 

     

Apr 3-6 Fri-

Mon 

Cruise Myalls? ? 2 Easter Cruise 

        

Apr 11-12 Sat-
Sun 

Race 7&8 Styles Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 

2  

Apr 14 Tue Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 
0400208553 

  

Apr 18-19 Sat-

Sun 

OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 

2  

Apr 25-27 Sat-
Mon 

Cruise ? ? 2 Anzac long 
Weekend 

May 3-4 Sat-

Sun 

    Bay to Bay 

May 9-10 Sat-

Sun 

OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 

 Mothers Day 

May 16-17 Sat-
Sun 

Race 9&10 F Jetty Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 

2  

May 19 Tue Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 

0400208553 

  

May 23-24 Sat-

Sun 

Cruise ? ? ? 2  

May 30-31 Sat-
Sun 

     

Jun 6-8 Sat-

Mon 

Away Race Keepit Dam Brian Harrison 

0421979452 

 King’s Birthday 
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Jun 13-14 Sat-

Sun 

     

Jun 16 Tue Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 

0400208553 

  

Jun 20-21 Sat-
Sun 

     

Jun 27 Sat Presentation 

Night 

    

 

 


