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The 3-6 hour October long weekend had some very close racing. 
Especially the Stern Chaser on Saturday.  
 
This stunning photo was taken by Ben Arkinstall – thank you. 
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www.trailersailer.org 
 

Email     info@NHTYA.com 
 

Management Committee 2026-27 
 
Commodore 
Ken Hill - 0400 208 553 
 
Vice Commodore 
John Pateman – 0425 361 849 
 
Rear Commodore 
 
Treasurer 
Jennifer Gregson- 0411 158 174 
 
Secretary 
Valerie Harrison – 0435 242 274 
 
General 
Phillip Sparkes - 0414 223 654  
Jennina Boer - 0438 885 705 
Greg Cross -  
 
Membership  
Phillip Sparkes - 0414 223 654 
 
Race Officer 
William Hardcastle – 0416 258 271 
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Hart Peters  -  0417 674 687 
 
Race Handicapper 
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Greg Cross 
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DISCLAIMER 
Nothing in the publication is, or is to be taken as advice, 
and, except for authorised statements, any other 
statements or opinion is that of the contributor or 
advertiser and not the NHTYA. The NHTYA its officers 
and members expressly disclaim any liability to any 
person for anything done or omitted to be done in 
reliance upon anything contained in this publication 
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General Meeting Notice 

Notice is hereby given of the  
Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht 

Association.  
 

Tuesday 7pm on  
20th October 2026 at  

Club Macquarie and via ZOOM 
 

If you have information for the next 
newsletter, please email by 7th Nov 

 to  
mumbo1962@hotmail.com 

 

Club Contact & Banking 
Contact by mail 
PO Box 210 
Boolaroo 2284 NSW 
 
Deposit Details 
Account name   NHTYA 
BSB 062822  -  Account 17418617 
Use your name as reference 
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Greetings all, what a great October Long Weekend it was! 

The 3-hour Stern Chaser had it all! From bobbing along to hold on tight. I’ve got to get my 
start timing right! and then we decided to go up the middle of the lake to miss the small boats 
– where did the wind go?? There were some great mini races going on and skilful sailing to be 
seen. Big thanks to Brian and Val for being Starter Boat and working out all the start times! 

And what a great club dinner at the Catalina 
Bowling club - where the days wind got gustier, the 
tacks were closer and the boat speed was increased!! 
Thanks to Simon and Jenny Gregson for coming to 
my place to pick up the 7 extra Gazebos! 

The 6-Hour Race was another great event! Again, 
drifting around Coal Point Cardinal Mark – I was 
counting the mussels on it for a while, to popping the 
spinnaker for a great run. Us Noelex’s had mini 
events happening - Could I catch Free Sprite with 
that big Genoa! Tacking duel with Jocamo! Then a 

great run home past Gipsey OOD on shore – thanks Kim and Phil! 

Thanks to Rob for organising the ‘Great Gazebo Put up’, and thanks to all for the amazing 
shared food, and Peter M and Tania for cooking the BBQ! 

So, let’s talk about the Elephant in the room, or who was the ‘Hero & the Villain’ after 
watching the Footy Final on the big sheet! Well done to those Roosters supporters, Bevilee, 
Brian and Val, and great effort from the Knights! Looking forward to next year! 

Thanks to all for folding down the wet gazebos, and Paul Webster for dropping them all back 
to my place Monday morning. 

There was a fantastic turnout for the recent OTB racing and great weather, so all had fun as 
can be seen in the write up! 

Trailer Sailer Races 3 & 4 are on this weekend – 16 & 17 October, so get along and have fun! 

Remember we’re not racing for sheep stations but for fun, and to make sure you know the 
rules and follow them, especially where there have been changes to those rules. It is your 
responsibility to keep clear! 

Fair winds to you all and see you at the ramp soon! 

Ken. 

Your Commodore 
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Minutes for General Meeting- 
15 September 2026 

 
 
 

Welcome by Meeting Chair Ken Hill 

Meeting Opened:    7pm,  

 

ATTENDANCE                   

Apologies:  Kathy & Barry White, Will Hardcastle, Robert Rimington, John 
Boer, Tania Kelland, Derek and Leanne Tracey. 

Attendance: Via Zoom Brian & Val Harrison, Jennina Boer, Ken Hill, Wayne 
Bacon, Jennifer Gregson, Chris Keevers, Peter Melbourne, John Pateman, Garry 
Chalmers. 

Attendance at Club Macquarie:  Greg Cross, Phillip & Kim Sparkes, Robin 
Parker 

Visitor/s:   Nil 

 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The minutes of meeting held 18 August 2026 as printed in the September 2026 
Newsletter be accepted.   

Moved:   Ken Hill                      Seconded:    Greg Cross 

 

 

Editor’s Note –  Val Harrison 
 
This edition you’ll notice there are no trailerabe race results. This is because there has been no 
‘new’ racing since last newsletter!  What about the 3/6 hour you ask ?? Well, those results are 
announced at presentation night- keeping in mind your handicap for those races is based on your 
3/6 hour history so who knows !!! 
 
Further, normally I’m scratching for photo content for the newsletter but this time a few of you 
have outdone yourselves. I’m just disappointed I can’t include all the great photos but will endeavor 
to get some new ones up on the web site. Also, there is no reasoning behind which ones I choose 
as I’m usually ‘over’ putting the newsletter together by this stage and frankly – it will do 뤳륝륟률륡륞 
 
And one last thing- don’t ever rely on me to write a race report- I truly can’t remember anything, 
never mind what strategies were used!!  So, the pictures will have to suffice. This means I would 
really appreciate race reports by ? to include in future newsletters. 
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Any matters arising from the previous minutes:  

- Ken not yet created register of volunteer presenters 
- Jenny did send out reminder notices for membership renewal and apology for 

life membership notice. If no response a personal touch may be required. 
- Greg mentioned Insurance and jenny confirmed receipt of invoice and noted 

amount was approved by committee.  
Moved to be paid  Jenny      Seconded Jennina 

 - 

Any items to be discussed in General Business:  Nil 

Mailbox:  Nil as at 2 weeks ago.   

Correspondence In:  Nil 

 

Email Correspondence In: Gallagher insurance acknowledging insurance. 
Colin Cane re membership. 

Action Taken –  

Outwards:  -Val emailed Belmont 16 re jetty usage – no response yet 

-Phil has sent out sail event notification to council re usage of whole 
lake for racing whole year. Like the old aquatic license but no cost. 

 

 

Treasurers Report was presented by Jennifer Gregson and shared on 
the screen. 

Summary as; 

- Balances presented  
- Insurance to be paid with prior approval. 
- Term deposit matures and will reinvest. Jenny to research best rate.  
- WIX is paid from Phil’s account and moved to reimburse Phil.  
- Will reimburse members who paid OTB etc by mistake. 
- Zoom to be paid 

The full Treasurers Report is available to Members in the “Members Only” 
section of the website. 

Thank you.    
Jennifer Gregson.   
Treasurer. 
Treasurers Report Moved:  Jennifer Gregson                Seconded:    Greg 
Cross 
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Racing Report  
 Brian in Will Hardcastle absence. 

 2 races with 12-13 boats raced. 
 Sat – went for a safe course as forecast 10-30 knots. @ laps to fishing and 

back- the 30 knots turned up last leg and lots of discussion after re 
reefing! 

 Sunday South Bay course- incident on finish line still under investigation. 
 Newsletter has rule article with intention for follow up discussion at next 

race briefing. Focus is on what to do when you find yourself with no 
rights. Then next article in following newsletter.  
 

 Looking for OOD for Sunday 6hour. Visitor forms will be available. 
 Brian OTB 

 We had 5 regulars away bit still had 5 on the water for 3 races. 
 Ration of Windrush to Mariat was 2:1 
 Ken first races of his Windrush. First race was practise – didn’t finish. 

Second race eventually finished. Third race he bet someone and greatly 
improved and was out in front at one stage. 

 Next OTB is 29 September  

 

Cruising Report and Upcoming Cruises  
 

 Val and Brian Harrison 
 ATM we have 3 boats attending a cruise on Lake Macquarie. Intention is to 

check out Belmont’s new jetty. Expecting beautiful weather. 

 
Membership update  

 Phillip Sparkes  
 No new memberships to present however we did approve two at committee 

meeting ( Mark Earl and Pam and Jacob Ridley are returning members). 
 Still have 27 with no renewal form but there is still a couple of weeks to go. 
 Jennina checked in with Jennifer receipt of their fees and paperwork to Phil. 

 
Update for Facebook & Website 

 Greg Cross  
 Latest Newsletter is on web site 
 Results on data base 
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 Val updated events of cruise and 3/6 hour weekend 
 Greg is writing up equipment list for Jeninna 
 Will now has bunker key. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 Ken  
-Our Facebook page now has 1,139  members. Noted membership to page is 
vetted and several have been knocked back. 

-Reminder race entry forms are to be forwarded to Will. Special note Brian needs 
to know who is declaring  they are running Spinnaker 

 Val -Reminder OTB fees are $10 per boat to pay for trophies. 
 Wayne -A Noelex he looked at he had a conversation at Coffs harbour and ‘sold’ 

the club to them 
 Jennifer – clarified 3 races are for free are for new potential members to ascertain 

if we are the club for them not 3 free races for members. If ‘members; have not 
paid race fees they do not receive points. 

 Peter – last race replaced rigging and used rig tensioner. He mentioned Derek 
though the club had a rig tension gauge to use. Phil confirmed the club does not 
own one and members ‘borrowed’ other club member’s. Brian has one on his boat  
that he lends out and described how to check tension.  Peter said his rigging must 
have been okay as everything stayed up ! 

 Chris – All good and will get his form in 
 John Pateman- What is the correct rig tension?  Brian said it comes down to the 

type of boat but a starting point is 30 on the outer and 20-25 on the inner then 
consider how much mast bend .. 

 Garry – nothing to add, Unsure about 3/6 hour as may need to make a new 
rudder. He did crew for Scallywag last race weekend. 

 Jennina – re incident last race weekend. They were on finish line and the whole 
thing was very distressing especially the damage to Will’s boat. Ken thanked 
Jennina for the feedback and said the incident is still under investigation. 

 Phil explained the notification he does ach year to council re usage of lake, similar 
to the old aquatic licence but now there is no charge – see corres out. 

 Robyn – No racing for him but did see finish line from afar. Commented that you 
don’t hit the start boat.  He expects to get back to racing. 

 Kim – nothing to add just an apology for Derek and Leanne. 
 Ken – reminded everyone the theme for this years 3/6 hour grand final BBQ was  

‘Heroes and Villains’. 

Meeting Closed:    7.52   No Presentation tonight. 
Valerie Harrison.  
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We had a great, relaxing cruise on our wonderful lake- should do this more often 
we all said !  4 boats in total enjoyed perfect weather and champagne sailing 
both days. 
 
Friday night we (Brian and Val on our Macgregor 26x) were joined by Paul on 
his Gem, Wayne and his Cole. We ordered hamburgers for dinner – some 
ordered chips as well but couldn’t finish it all 뤳륝륟률륡륞. 
 
Saturday- Tom and Kerry on the Sonata 780 joined us as 
well. We left about 10:00ish and sailed to Toronto for lunch. 
We realised it had been a couple of years since we had fish n 
chips at Toronto and this was to be a very lazy cruise. 

 
After lunch we sailed up to Belmont to 
check out their new jetty. Alas it was 
full of race management for a big 
regatta, so we abandoned that idea 
and berthed on Valentine jetty. Two 
had dinner at the club- I heard Wayne say best rissoles he 
has ever had. We and Tom and Kerry cooked on our 
boats. 
Next morning Tom had to get back to his trailer (another 
story) and Wayne and Paul checked out Warners Bay for 
an ice cream. 
 

A great little cruise and great company – thank you. Brian and Val Harrison 

 

NHTYA Lake Macquarie Cruise 
       September 19-20   2026 

Report 
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Saturday Stern Chaser – The 3 hour 
race.  
Brian and Val were OOD and Brian 
(handicapper) calculated start times for each 
boat. 14 starters.  There were some very close 
finishers !!  Congratulations to Rob and 
Bevilee- first across the line in Aruluen. 
After the racing we had a lovely meal at the 

Catalina bowls club down the road. 
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Sunday Circumnavigation of race marks – The 6 
hour race. 
As you can see from some of the photos it was a very slow 
windless drift around Coal Point and then we did get 
enough breeze to sail the full course around Sand Island. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sunday night NRL BBQ – what a game !!!! 
 
Thanks to all those who helped set up and man the BBQs etc and thanks to Brian 
for the visual entertainment. Winners are grinners or dare I say Heroes 
although many would say Villians 뤳륝륟률륡륞.  
Seriously it was a great game and great 
company. 
And who can forget the bacon and egg 
breakfast Monday morning. 
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OTB Results for Saturday 26th 
September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Race 4 
Yardstick 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Personal Handicap 
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Race 5 
Yardstick 

 
 
Personal Handicap 
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Race 6 
Yardstick 

 
 
Personal Handicap 
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Was once again great weather with 9 
boats racing. However, with 3 missing  
it’s getting really close to having to 
have a second support boat and a 
dreaded ‘Roster’ !!! 
 
Racing between the two lasers- Roger 
Yorke and John Patemen is getting 
serious and Pam, on her Windrush, 
continues to improve with each race. 
 
 

 
Competition is heating up so Chris thought he had better lift his game and 
decided to try a radical mast rake. Hmmm 
fail  LOL…  His bridal snapped. Luckily, he 
was on the right tack to end up on same 
shore as we launched !!! Thanks go to Doug 
for providing assistance – hence the duty 
points. 
 
Next OTB is Saturday October 24th. 
 

 
 
 
We eventually had the opportunity to 
present trophies for the 2025-26 year 
due to OTB award winners not being at 
the Presentation night.  
 
 
 

Special mention was Tom Howell being presented with his trailer 
sailer award for most improved skipper. Well Done 
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Off the Beach Racing Series 
Yandstick Handicap 

First 2026, Not as Sirius, Brian Harrison 
Second 2026, Knot Normal, Tom Howell 
Third 2026, Laser, Roger York 

Off the Beach Racing Series 
Personal Handicap 

First 2026, Lifted, Andrew Dyce 
Second 2026, This Side Up, Doug Dyce 
Third 2026, Catatonic, Warren Parrott 
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MERCHANDISE  
Stocks of NHTYA Club caps, coolers and Burgees - contact Phillip 0414 223654 

                                Caps $25 each          Stubby Holders $5 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Our Club is proudly supported by  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Macquarie the place to CELEBRATE!!! 
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2026   Activity Location Contact Pts Extra Info 

 
Sept 12 - 13 Sat - 

Sun 
     

Sept 15 Tue General Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 
0400 208 553 

  

Sept 19 - 20 Sat - 
Sun 

Cruise on Lake 
Macquarie 

F-Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421 979 452 

2  

Sept 26 Sat OTB Rathmines ramp Brian Harrison 
0421 979 452 

  

Oct 3- 5 Sat - 
Mon 

3/6hr Regatta Styles Pt Will Hardcastle 
0416 258 271 

2 NRL Grand Final 
BBQ Sunday night 

Oct 10 - 11 Sat - 
Sun 

     

Oct 17 - 18 Sat - 
Sun 

Race 3 & 4 Styles Pt Will Hardcastle 
0416 258 271 

2  

Oct 20 Tue General Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 
0400 208 553 

  

Oct 24 Sat OTB F Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421 979 452 

  

Oct/Nov 31 - 1 Sat - 
Sun 

Cruise? ? ? 2  

Nov 7 - 8 Sat - 
Sun 

Race 5 & 6 Styles Pt Will Hardcastle 
0416 258 271 

2  

Nov 14 Sat OTB Rathmines ramp Brian Harrison 
0421 979 452 

  

Nov 14 - 15 Sat - 
Sun 

    Castle Nationals 
Lake Illawarra 

Nov 17 Tue General Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 
0400 208 553 

  

Nov 21 -22 Sat - 
Sun 

Cruise? ? ? 2  

Nov 28-29 Sat      
Dec 5 - 6 Sat - 

Sun 
Race 7 & 8 Styles Pt Will Hardcastle 

0416 258 271 
2 Xmas Party 

Saturday Night 
Dec 12 Sat OTB Rathmines ramp Brian Harrison 

0421 979 452 
  

Dec/Jan 27 - 3 Sat - 
Sat 

Myalls Cruise Myall Lakes ? 2 New Year’s Eve 
Party 
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NHTYA Program 2027 
 

Date Activity Location  Contact - Phone  Pt
s 

Extra 
Activity Info 

Sat-Sun 2-3   Jan 
  

  
 

 
Sat-Sun 9-10  Jan OTB 

 
F-Jetty Brian Harrison 

0421979452 

 
 

Sat-Sun 16-17   Jan 
  

  
 

 
Sat- 

Tues 
23-26  Jan Cruise Australia 

day 
Lake Macquarie TBA 2  

Sat-Sun 30-31   Jan Race 1&2 Autumn 
series 

Styles Will Hardcastle 
0416258271 

2  

Sat-Sun 6-7 Feb OTB  F-Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421979452 

  

Sat-Sun 13-14 Feb        
Tuesday 16 Feb General 

meeting 
 Club Macquarie  

or Zoom 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 20-21  Feb Race 3&4 Autumn 
Series 

Styles Will Hardcastle 
0416258271 

2  

Sat-Sun 27-28  Feb Cruise  TBA TBA 2  
  Sat- 
Sun 

6-7  March      Marlay Point 

Sat-Sun 13-14  March Race 5&6 Autumn 
Series 

Style Will Hardcastle 
0416258271 

2  

Tuesday 16 March General 
Meeting 

 Club Macquarie  
or Zoom 

Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 20-21 March OTB  F-Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421979452 

  

Fri-Mon 26-29  March Cruise EASTER Myall lakes TBA 2  
Sat-Sun 3-4  April      Daylight 

saving 
Sat-Sun 10-11  April Race 7&8 Autumn 

Series 
F-Jetty Will Hardcastle 

0416258271 
2  

Sat-Sun 17-18  April OTB  F-Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421979452 

  

Tuesday 20 April General 
meeting 

 Club Macquarie  
or Zoom 

Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 24-26  April Cruise Anzac Day TBA TBA 2 Anzac Day 
Sat-Sun 1-2  May 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Bay to Bay 

Sat-Sun 8-9  May OTB  F-Jetty Brian Harrison 
0421979452 

 Mother’s 
Day 

Sat-Sun 15-16  May Race 9&10 Autumn 
Series 

F-Jetty Will Hardcastle 
0416258271 

2  

Tuesday 18  May General 
meeting and 
AGM 

 
Club Macquarie  
or Zoom 

Val Harrison 
0435242274 

 
 

Sat-Sun 22-23  May       
Sat-Sun 29-30 May Cruise  TBA TBA 2  
Sat-Sun 5-6  June 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sat-Mon 12-14 June 
 

Keepit 
Kool 
Regatta 

Lake Keepit Brian Harrison 
0421979452 

 King’s 
Birthday 

Tuesday 15  June General 
meeting 

 Club Macquarie  
or Zoom 

Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 19-20  June 
 

   
 

 
Sat 26  June Presentation 

night 
 TBA John Pateman   

Sat-Sun 3-4  July 
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These dates can change! So please check your Newsletter closer to the activity 
 
 
 

Sat-Sun 10-11 July       
Sat-Sun 17-18  July 

 
   

 
 

Tuesday 20  July General 
Meeting 

 Club Macquarie  
or Zoom 

Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 24-25  July On-shore 
cruise 

 TBA TBA 2  

Sat-Sun 31-1  July/Aug       

Sat-Sun  7-8  August   
 

 
 

 
Sat-Sun 14-15  August       
Tuesday 17  August General 

Meeting 
 Club Macquarie  

or Zoom 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

SAT 21  August AUDIT day  Rathmines Hart Peters   
Sat-Sun 28-29 August       
Sat-Sun 4-5  September      Father’s Day 
Sat-Sun 11-12  September Race 1&2 Spring 

Series 
F-Jetty Will Hardcastle 

0416258271 
2  

Sat-Sun 18-19 September       
Tuesday 21  September General 

Meeting 
 Club Macquarie  

or Zoom 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 25-26  September Cruise  TBA TBA 2  
Sat-Mon 2-4 October 3hr and 6hr 

regatta 
BBQ NRL 
on Sunday 

Styles Will Hardcastle 
0416258271 

2  

Sat-Sun 9-10  October       
Sat-Sun 16-17  October Race 3&4 Spring 

Series 
Styles Will Hardcastle 

0416258271 
2  

Tuesday  19  October General 
Meeting 

 Club Macquarie  
or Zoom 

Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 23-24  October       
Sat-Sun 30-31  October Cruise  TBA TBA 2  
Sat-Sun 6-7 November Race 5&6 Spring 

Series 
Styles Will Hardcastle 

0416258271 
2  

Sat-Sun 13-14 November       
Tuesday 16 November General 

Meeting 
 Club Macquarie  

or Zoom 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 

  

Sat-Sun 20-21 November       
Sat-Sun 27-28 November Cruise  TBA TBA 2  
Sat-Sun 4-5 December Race 7&8 Spring 

Series 
Styles Will Hardcastle 

0416258271 
2  

Sat 4 December Christmas 
Party 

 Styles    

Sat-Sun 11-12 December       
Sat-Sun 18-19 December       

Sat- Sun 25-26 December      Christmas 
day 

TBA TBA Dec/Jan Cruise New Year’s 
Eve 

Myall lakes TBA 2  


