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General Meeting Notice 

Notice is hereby given of a General Meeting of the  

Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht Association.  

 

Tuesday 20st February 2024 at 

Club Macquarie and via ZOOM 

 

If you have information for the next 

newsletter please email to 

yarrandoo990@yahoo.com.au by 6th 

February 2024   

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@NHTYA.com
mailto:yarrandoo990@yahoo.com.au
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  Xmas Party 2023 

What a wonderful evening shared with friends as well as 

fondly remembering those unable to attend. The food was 

amazing thanks to Tania’s very talented catering. Tania set 

out a spread that held us in awe as our eyes feasted on the 

delicious choices and festive display. Sadly, too busy eating 

so no photo to share, you had to be there. 

Festivities continued with the traditional secret Santa, 

some cheeky stealing and lots of laughs. Followed by Ken’s Casino,  a fun foray into giggly gambling with 

trailer sailer monopoly money. 

Sunday morning started with a BBQ; bacon, eggs and a whole lot more with leftovers providing delicious 

and nutritios lunch for the racing fraternity. 

A huge thankyou to Tania and all the team for a wonderful weekend. Special thankyou to John Haig for 

mowing the grounds for us despite being unable to attedn due to Covid. 

Wishing all our sailing families and friends a safe and happy holiday season. Look forward to celebrating 

start of a great New Year at Shelley Beach, hope to see you there. 

Pete Armstrong 
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Cruising Lake Macquarie  

Launching at Styles Point on the Friday 

morning ready to set sail by 10am. We’ll sail up to Marmong- where there’s a little 

protected bay just right for trailer sailers to have prime viewing of the fireworks.  

You’ll need to be self-sufficient that night as any takeaway etc is a fair wander. 

 Lunch on the way – any suggestions?? 

 

Saturday – we sail wherever the 

wind takes us.. 

REACH….. RUN….. MOTOR- a 

cruisers mantra       

 

Sunday- more sailing. Perhaps a Bacon and egg breaky ( on your own boat 

of course OR?? )  

Be prepared for swimming, sailing, dinner out somewhere, more 

sailing and a few beverages- happy hour.   

We have 3 days to enjoy our wonderful lake in Summer.. 

Any queries contact us on    0435242274 

 

January Fri 26th to Sun 28th 
(long weekend) 

        Cruise Leader-  

           Brian and Val Harrison 

 

Australia Day      
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General Meeting 21 November 2023 

Welcome by Meeting Chair Greg Cross,  

➢ Meeting Opened:  7 pm.  

ATTENDENCE                

Apologies: Roger & Ann York.  Brian Harrison, Brian & Heather Bath, Tania Kelland Dot Haig, Barry & 

Cathy White, Robyn Parker, 

Attendance: Via Zoom - See recording.  Garry & Cathy Chalmers, Jaquie & Peter Armstrong. Peter & 

Kerry Melbourne, John & Carol Parker, Val Harrison, Warren Parrot, Wayne Cris P Bacon, Chris Keevers, 

Garry and Kirsty Channon.  

Attendance at Club Macquarie:  Greg Cross, Ken Hill, Phil & Kim Sparkes, Kevin & Gaylene Newman, 

Hart Peters, John Haig 

Visitor/s:   Nil. 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The minutes of meeting dated 19 October 2023 as printed in the November 2023 Newsletter be 

accepted.  Thanks to Hart for information on  

Moved   Ken Hill                    Seconded:       John Haig . 

Any matters arising from the previous minutes:  Nil . 

Any items to be discussed in General Business:  Nil 

Correspondence:   In:  Membership forms Roger & Ann York.  Mailbox checked tonight .    

Action Taken –  Nil. 

Outwards:  Letter to Lake Macquarie re F-Jetty ie in case of bad weather. 

• Advertising rates to Marine Outlet Morisset. 

• Lake Macquire Council re silt build up at Styles Point to be removed.   Will be action shortly.  

Request number to follow. 

Treasurers Report as presented by Jacquie Armstrong 

CB Business Account   Opening Balance @ 16.10.23 as per bank statement  $ 19,345.31  

            
Plus Receipts   
  Membership & sailing fees  $  305.00    $ 305.00 
Less Expenses  
  G.Cross (Postage club shirts)  $     14.80 

Xero (accounting)   $     32.00  

  Bank Transfer Fees   $       2.75   $  49.55 
 
Closing Balance @ 20.11.23 as per bank statement     $ 19,600.76 

 
       

CB Card Account   Opening Balance @ 16.10.23 as per bank statement  $ 504.59   

   
Plus Receipts 

Bank Refund    $      0.02  $    0.02 
    

Less Expenses        Nil 
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Closing Balance @ 20.11.23 as per bank statement     $ 504.61   

    

Total Accumulative Funds over all 2 accounts  @ 20.11.23  $ 20,105.37 
 

Items for discussion. 

1. Christmas Party 

Thank you.    
Jacquie Armstrong.  Treasurer. 

Treasurers Report Moved:     Jacquie Armstrong    Seconded:    Hart Peters 

Racing Report  

Trailer Sailor Racing Report Peter Melbourne 

➢ Race 5 included a Castle 650 from Sydney – they found it very easy getting onto Lake 

Macquarie.   

➢ Race 6 had 5 boats. 

➢ Skippers are now back to physical sign-on at briefings, so they hear the safety and other items. 

➢ Last race of the season is 9 & 10 December – also the Christmas Party!! 

OTB Report Val Harrison. 

➢ Only 1 race on the weekend as a strong wind came up.  9 boats racing.  Warren fell overboard 

so finish boat had to up anchor and pick him up.   

➢ 16 December is the last race for this season. 

Cruising Report and upcoming cruises by Val Harrison 

➢ The November cruise is on the Manning River, from Taree down the river, stay overnight, and 

return, and there is lots of interest from 5 boats so far.  However now need a cruise leader, so 

who will put their hand up!?  If there are no takers, unfortunately  we will have to postpone.  

Will send SMS & email to let people know. 

➢ A Cruise Leader is also needed for New Year’s Eve cruise on Myall Lakes!  

➢ There may be an attendance list on the webpage and FB page, please indicated on both if you 

are attending that event so organisers can know numbers attending.   

Website & Facebook pages update by Val Harrison 

➢ The Website has been updated with latest race dates and cruise dates to keep you all informed. 

➢ Lake Macquarie Trailer Sailers Facebook page update now has over 300 page members, with 

lots of activity, lots are talking about their boats, and people are coming to our events, 

including the Manning River Cruise and the Christmas Party.   

Membership update by Phil Sparkes 

➢ Russel Martin. Jocimo’s crew.  Fees paid on the long weekend.  Accepted  

➢ Mick Wilson, Sydney.  Careel 18 called Second Wind. Accepted on payment of fees. 

➢ Cathy Buckley has a Farr 6000 and would like to learn to sail on Central Coast – Hart will 

contact her. 

➢ Phil will send updated membership list to Info@.. Also updates the SMS list.  Peter adds new 

people to the distribution list to receive the newsletter 
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Social update by Tania Kelland.  

➢ Only 1 months to go until the Christmas Party!  We will do the platters as last year, as they 

were popular & everyone enjoyed them.  Yes ok to use NHTYA credit card.  When paying to 

attend please put CP and the number of attendees. 

➢ Greg to send email with updated flyer. 

➢ Ken advised that the theme is “Catalina Christmas Casino Royale - Bowties, Ties, and 

Fascinators”.  Every paid attendee will receive NHTYA “Boats” for the games of chance.  

General business 

➢ Phil - Val to put up a flyer and attendance list for New Years Eve period, on Members FB & let 

people know on the Lake Macquarie Trailer Sailers FB. 

➢ Only 1 camp site is available and and we’ve booked it at far end.  Need to go early to set up 

tent. Only 14 days allowed – 2 months in advance from 14 Dec + 2 week before NYE.  $442.80 

for that time.  Reimbursement approved Gregg Cross / Ken Hill.  Kev & Peter will go to set up 

site.  Need to have anyone visit and stay the night.   

➢ Ken explained regarding team deposit interest.  This will pay for the annual fee for the use by 

all club members of the NYE Myall Lakes cruise. 

➢ Kev – money incentive to get club members to events – Racing & Cruising, other ideas to be 

discussed.  

➢ Ken to collect reasons why racers are not able to attend.  Peter M agreed.  

➢ Kim - use club gear to entice attendees. Used to have BBQ on Sunday race morning.  Will try 

this again in 2024. 

➢ Carol – please put back the Points total so people can see how many points they have.  All 

results will be posted to info@... So then Phil can pick numbers up and put into the newsletter.  

➢ John Haig – would Will Hardcastle be able to do Survey on boats? – Ken identified that they 

would need to have insurance.  To be discussed with Will 

➢ Ken – there is a new Lake Macquire Boating App called Deekie, seems to be picking up lots of 

users.  Warren has mentioned this before. 

➢  2 new gazebo covers are needed as 2 are at end of life – agreed Phil will get 2 new ones. $200 

each for heavy duty top – need 2 tops. – approved. 

➢ Any Club shirt orders to be sent to info@.. 

➢ Warren – around $70 for TV antenna – will be under $100. 

➢ Cris P Bacon hoping to do the Myall Lakes and maybe Xmas Party. 

➢ Garry – new redhaired grandson – Lentil (TBC)!  Thanks Kev on discussion on getting better 

attendance.  Great number came to a social event at the club, even those without boats!  Free 

BBQ  on Sunday mornings as sausages and eggs are cheap.  Its powerful to ring club members 

and encourage them to attend, even just having a chat.  Going to miss Myall Lakes at NYE as 

will be in either Canada or Finland. 

➢ Jacquie on who will send out new password – Greg to send out as SMS to members. 

Meeting Closed:   8.40. pm 

Ken Hill 

NHTYA Secretary 
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CLUB BOAT & SOCIAL TROPHY 2023/2024   

    

SURNAME KNOWN AS BOAT TYPE BOAT NAME 

CLUB 

BOAT       all 
activities 

SOCIAL cruises 
only 

OTB 

Racing 
        115 64 18 
HILL Ken & Tania Noelex 25 Eye Sea Red 12 7 0 
HARRISON Brian & Valerie Macgregor 26 Waterbago II 10 5 3 
NEWMAN Kevin & Gaylene Ross 780 mk3 Only Time 8 8 0 
HAIG John & Dorothy Noelex 25 Jocimo 8 3 0 
HARDCASTLE Wiil & Sue Cygnet Amethyst 8 3 0 
WHITE Barry & Kathy Noelex 25 Free Spirit 8 3 0 
SPARKES Phillip & Kim Clubman 8 Gypsea 6 6 0 
PATEMAN John & Lisa Sabre 25 Wanderer 6 5 0 
CROSS Greg Cole 19 Eirene 6 1 0 
PARROTT Warren & Leanne Macgregor 26 Macnifique 4 4 3 
PARKER John & Carol Noelex 25 Liquid Lunch 4 4 0 
KEEVERS Chris & Glennis Farr 6000 déjà vu 4 3 3 
WEBSTER Paul & Jennifer Farr 7500 Gilt Edge 4 2 0 
MELBOURNE Peter & Kerry Castle 650 True North 4 1 0 
CHALMERS Garry & Cathy Sonata 7 Coconut Duck 3 2 0 
DYCE Doug RL24 Gunundaroo II 3 1 3 
SCHURBERT Graeme & Charmain Clubman 8 Crosswind 3 1 0 
PETERS Hart & Pam Farr 7500 Farr n Beyond 3 1 0 
ARMSTRONG Peter & Jacque Sabre 25 Sailaway 2 1 0 
RIMINGTON Rob & Sharon Sonata 7 Scallywag 2 1 0 
BACON Wayne Sonata 7 Scallywag 2 1 0 
YORK Roger & Ann Austral 20 Moonlighting 2 1 0 
HART Chris & Candee Spider 24 mk2 Heart Beat 2 0 0 
BERRY Richard and Emma Farr 6000 Farr Haven 1 0 0 
WATSON Peter Impulse Rafaki 0 0 3 
DYCE Andrew Maricat 4.3 Ninja 0 0 3 

 

RACING UPDATE – DECEMBER 2023 

By Peter Melbourne, Race Officer 

 

 

 

The Spring Series is done and dusted! It has been a great series of tight competitive racing but carried out in a very 

supportive environment. It’s so pleasing to see the increase in skill levels as competitors ask questions and try new 

things. It wasn’t that long ago that the starts had a few boats getting away right on the hooter and others crossing 

within the next minute. Now, just about all the boats are starting well, very soon after the hooter.  

So if you are new to sailing, rekindling previous skills or an experienced sailor, getting involved in the racing series is 

an excellent way to build skills and confidence in yourself and your boat. And it is so good just mixing on a regular 

basis with nice people with similar interests!  
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Autumn Series starts 13&14 January 2024 

Only a short Christmas break between the two series. The January start means we take full advantage of the 

premium sailing weather. Please consider being part of the great racing program. You will need to pay $35 for the 

autumn race series to the NHTYA account before the first race (descriptor “Boat name” Race fees or RF). Sailing 

Instructions and Notice of Race will be published in early January on the Website (Racing documents).  

 

Officer of the Day Roster for Autumn Series 

Sat 13/1/24 Aye Sea Red Sun 14/1/24 Jocomo 

Sat 10/2/24 Cross Wind Sun 11/2/24 Biddy 

Sat 2/3/24 Eirene Sun 3/3/24 True North 

Sat 13/4/24 Gundaroo 11 Sun 14/4/24 Free Spirit 

Sat 18/5/24 Amethyst Sun 19/5/24 Plastique 

If you are unable to attend on the day you are rostered, please arrange a swap with another future rostered boat. If 

you have any troubles, contact Peter Melbourne. 

 

“HOT” COMPETITION – RACE REPORT SATURDAY 9 DEC 2023 

by Peter Melbourne True North 

When we left our home in Faulconbridge in the Blue Mountains at 7:45am, it was already 32 degrees. When we 

emerged from the car at Rathmines, it was like walking into a fan forced oven with a temp of 38 degrees at 10am!  

Despite the 41 degree prediction, there was a good roll-up of boats and crews with eight boats facing the starter 

(Dejavu with Chris and “Crispy” from Walca). Jocomo and Eirene were scratchings due to their crews being affected 

by the persistent Covid virus. Free Spirit was an early casualty when their outboard wouldn’t select either forward or 

reverse gear.  

The rest of us (Plastique, Biddy, Seas the Moment , Amethyst, Aye Sea Red, Sailaway and True North) set off towards 

Wangi Point with a light NW breeze at our backs. This first leg was extremely hot with no shade the way the sails 

were set. All the boats were close at Wangi Pt however, Seas the Moment, a visiting Castle 650 had taken a more 

northerly course and were first to pick up the unforcasted brisk NE wind change.  

The course took us around Pulbah Island to port, Middle Rock mark and then home. Plastique was first around the 

Middle Rock mark but had troubles putting in a reef in the building NE which was now 15 knots gusting to 18+ knots. 

At least the breeze was cooler. We debated about putting in a reef as we had our no. 2 jib on but I knew if we did we 

could kiss goodbye to the other two Castles in the race. Always a race within a race with other boats of the same 

class. We only had to get around Pulbah and Wangi Pt. and then we’d be ok. 

Our second retirement was Sailaway when their bottom gudgeon bracket on their rudder broke as they approached 

the Middle Rock mark. 

On True North we were significantly over powered heading into the strong NE wind but by feathering to windward to 

spill wind from the sails when needed, we not only pointed higher that the other two Castles ( Biddy and Seas the 

Moment) but seemed to maintain speed with them. Once around the island we worked our way north east up close 

to the shallows in the hope of getting smoother water. This proved the case and as we approached Wangi Pt. we 

were able to slightly ease our headsail and with the breeze just starting to calm a bit, things became more 

comfortable. 
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From Wangi Pt. it was a beam reach home. With the main traveller eased out and plenty of backstay on to twist off 

the top of the mainsail, we romped home. Biddy was next followed closely by Seas the Moment. A good day for the 

Castles in Noelex weather! 

 

 

Photo courtesy Wayne “Crispy” Bacon 

 

COMMENTS ON HEAT STRESS 

 

A few crews were affected by some minor heat stress symptoms. Despite drinking large quantities of iced water, I 

was affected as I had been in the heat the day before and Kerry’s IWatch was indicating an elevated pulse rate. 

Although the race only went for about two and a half hours, the time involved rigging, pre start and post finish 

activities including the Xmas Party had us in a hot environment for an extended period.  

 

Some of us managed better than others in the heat. A good remedy for most was taking a swim or cold shower in 

the amenities block afterwards. Others tipped buckets of water over themselves during the race which was an 

effective measure and we will do this in future when needed. Post Dr Google reading highly recommends this 

external cooling method and sitting in the shade. An air conditioned room is even better but not as much fun as 

sailing!! 
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2023 Spring Series Races 5 & 6 

11 & 12 Nov 23 

Race 5 

PHC 

 

CBH 

 

Race 6 

PHC 

 

 

 

CBH 
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2023 Spring Series Results Races 7 & 8 

09 & 10 Dec 23 

Race 7 

PHC 

 

CBH 

 

Race 8 

PHC 

 

CBH 
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Off the Beach (OTB) Results for 18 Nov 23 

Yardstick 

 

Personal Handicap 

 

 

MERCHANDISE 

Stocks of NHTYA Club caps, coolers and Burgees - contact Phillip 0414 223654 

                                Caps $25 each          Stubby Holders $5 each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOATYARD       

Buy, find, swap, sell, give away. 

Other club members may be able to use the boat gear that is cluttering your shed. Send us a 

word document and we can post it here. 
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   Activity Location Contact Points Extra Info 

2023 

July 15-16 Sat-Sun      

July 18 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

July 22-23 Sat-Sun Cruise On-shore       2  

July 29-30 Sat-Sun      

August 5-6 Sat-Sun      

August 12-13 Sat-Sun      

August 15 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

August 19 Sat AUDIT  Rathmines Hart Peters   

August 19 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

August 26-27 Sat-Sun Cruise Home Lake Macquarie John &Lisa Pateman 2 Jetty Cruise 

Sept 2-3 Sat-Sun     Father’s Day 

Sept 9-10 Sat-Sun Race 1&2 F-Jetty 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567   

Sept 16-17 Sat-Sun Cruise Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Sept 19 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

Sept 23 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Sept/Oct 30-2 Sat-Mon 3&6 hour regatta Styles  2 NRL Grand Final BBQ 

Oct 7-8 Sat-Sun      

Oct 14-15 Sat-Sun Race 3&4 Styles 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Oct 17 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

Oct  21 Sat  OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Oct 28-29 Sat Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Nov  4-5 Sat -Sun      

Nov 11-12 Sat-Sun Race 5&6 Styles 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Nov  18 Sat OTB  
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Nov  21 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie Ken Hill 0400208553   

Nov  25-26 Sat-Sun Cruise Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Dec 2-3 Sat-Sun      

Dec 9-10 Sat -Sun 
Race 7&8/ Xmas 
Party Styles 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2 Points for racing 

Dec 16 Sat OTB  
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

Dec 25-26 Sat- Sun     Christmas  
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                                                       2024 

Dec/Jan 31-1 Sat-Sun Cruise Myall Lakes  2 New Years Eve 

Jan 6-7 Sat-Sun      

Jan 13-14 Sat-Sun Race 1&2 Styles 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Jan 20 Sat OTB Rathmines 

Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

        

Jan 26-28 Sat-Mon Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2 Australia Day 

Feb 3-4 Sat-Sun      

Feb 10-11 Sat-Sun Race 3&4 Styles 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

Feb 17-18 Sat-Sun Cruise Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

Feb 20 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

Feb 24 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

March 2-3 Sat-Sun Race 5&6 Styles 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

March 9-10 Sat-Sun     Marlay Point 

March 16-17 Sat-Sun Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

March 19 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

March 23 Sat OTB Rathmines 
Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

March/April 29-1 Fri-Mon Cruise Myall Lakes 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2 EASTER 

April 6-7 Sat-Sun      

April 13-14 Sat-Sun Race 7&8 F-Jetty 

Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

April 16 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

April 20 Sat OTB Rathmines 

Brian Harrison 
0421979452   

April 27-28 Sat-Sun Cruise  Away 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

May 4-5 Sat-Sun     Bay to Bay  

May 11-12 Sat-Sun OTB (Sat) Rathmines 

Brian Harrison 
0421979452  Mother’s Day 

May  18-19 Sat-Sun Race 9 &10 F-Jetty 
Peter Melbourne 
0412278567 2  

May 21 Tuesday AGM Club Macquarie  Ken Hill 0400208553   

May 25-26 Sat-Sun Cruise Home 
Val Harrison 
0435242274 2  

June 1-2 Sat-Sun      

June 8-10 Sat-Mon Cruise/Regatta TBA/Lake Keepit   Keepit Cool regatta 

June 15-16 Sat-Sun      

June 18 Tuesday Meeting Club Macquarie  TBA   

June 22-23 Sat-Sun     FLOAT YOUR BOAT 

 


