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Association Key Contact Details  
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Please use your name in the reference 

 
CONTENTS 

Intro       Page 2 
Presentation Night     Page 3 
AGM 2009 Minutes     Page 4 
Presidents report    Page 5 
General Meeting minutes   Page 8 
Lake Mac Cruise report   Page 9 
Items for Sale      Page 10 
2009 program     Page 11 

 

Editorôs Ramblings 
Hi all  
 
Well there is a first time for everything and this is a first for me.  First off I would like to thank Phil for an 
excellent job he has done over the past 3 years in his role of President, Editor and all the other things he 
has done for the club.  As a relatively new member I can tell you that he was very helpful to us and 
went out of his way to make us welcome. It is clear that over the last 3 years most aspects of the club 
have improved significantly and I am sure a lot of that is down to his energy.  
 
Regarding the newsletter, itôs pretty light-on this time so I am calling to everyone to submit content or 
ideas to me at the email address above. Jokes, tips, ideas, reports, items for sale. Anything at  all.  
 
As I write this Joan and I have just returned from the Queenôs Birthday Cruise held jointly with 
tscom.org. Great fun and great to meet the tscommers too. I think there were 24 or 25 boats in all. Big 
thanks to Singo for organising the event.   
   
And finally welcome to the new Executive in all its glory.  May your problems be small and your decisions 
easy. 

David 

Management Committee 2008/2009 

President  Greg Searles 

 

0409 243 926 

 

fairviewwines@bigpond.com 

Vice President  Graeme Vivian 0410 329 950 singoviv@bigpond.net.au 

Treasurer  Peter Swan 4942 3111 bren_pete@exemail.com.au 

Race Organisers  Graham Walkerden 4950 4437 graham_debie@bigpond.com 

 Graeme Vivian 0410 329 950 singoviv@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary  Kim Sparkes   0415 316 000 pwsparkes@bigpond.com.au 
Committee  Stan Steele   4333 1639 stainles2@bigpond.com.au 

 Graham Walkerden 4950 4437 graham_debie@bigpond.com 

 Phillip Sparkes   0414 223 654 pwsparkes@bigpond.com.au 

Non -Executive Responsibilities  

Social Committee  Debbie Walkerden 4950 4437 graham_debie@bigpond.com 

 Brenda Swan 4942 3111 bren_pete@exemail.com.au 

Cruising Coordinator  Neville & Judy Heap 4332 3529 nevjudy@bigpond.com 
Membership    Phillip Sparkes   0414 223 654 pwsparkes@bigpond.com.au 

Newsletter Editor       David Hutchings       0412 548 269 davidchutchings@gmail.com 

http://www.trailersailer.org/
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Presentation Night    
Saturday 27 th June, 09 

 
 
Cost  $40.00 per person  

 

Time :   6:00 pm  

 

Club Macquarie -   

458 Lake Road, Argenton  

2284  
 

 

 

This is our clubõs premier social event of the year, where the women get dressed up and the 

men wear ties (no crocs allowed).   

 

Presentations are made; perpetual trophies are awarded and is a fun night for all.  

 

Come along and enjoy!  
 

RSVP:  16/6/200 9 - Kim 0415 316000 or Hart 0417 674687 

Payment:  asap to Peter Swan (4942 3111) 

Or direct deposit - BSB 650000 - Account No. 962889402 - description your name  

 

MENU : 

Hot Canapés      Hot Carvery (Buffet style)  

Coffee, Tea & Dinner Mints    Roast Lamb  

Roast Port & Crackling  

Selection of Desserts     Baked Potato  

Bakes Pumpkin  

Honey Carrots  

Seasonal Green Vegetables  

Beetroot & Onion Salad  

Traditional Coleslaw  

Assorted Condiments  

Fresh Baked Bread Rolls  

Selection of Desserts  

Coffee, Tea & Dinner Mints  

 
 

For those who would like overnight accommodation , Macquarie Inn at Club Macquarie can 

offer bookings on request ð Phone 4958 8499  
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Minutes of Annual General Meeting  
Held on 19th May 2009 at 1935 hours 

in the Auditorium Room, Club Macquarie 
 
1.  Meeting Opens  

    
Attendance: 25 as per the attendance book:    
Observers: NIL 
Apologies: Ian Nunn, David and Hazel Cooper, Andrew and Dee Hall, graham and Heidi Vivian, 
  Bernard and Barbara Jankowiak, Greg and Kate Searles, Pam Peters.   
 

2.  Minutes of Previous Meeting  
 
The minutes of the previous AGM dated 20th May 2008 were presented and printed in the May 2009 
newsletter for acceptance. 
 

2.1  Resolved  - That the minutes of the 2008 Annual General Meeting be accepted' 
 Moved: Barry White, Seconded: Stan Steele 
 CARRIED 
 
 2.2  Mat ters arising from the minutes  
  Nil 
 
3.  Motion : Sailing Instructions  
 
  The Motion was read and open for discussion 
 Proxy forms received by Chairperson, Phillip Sparkes. 
 The motion for changes to the Sailing Instructions was sent out to all members 21  days prior to the  
 AGM in accordance with the constitution.  
  
4.  Motion Constitution Changes  
 

The motion was read and open for discussion 
 Proxy forms received by Chairperson, Phillip Sparkes. 
 The motion for changes to the Constitution was sent out to all  members 21 days prior to the AGM in 
 Accordance with the constitution.  
 
 Item 35 was withdrawn in full prior to the vote.  

 
 The motion in its entirety was voted on and rejected by the majority . This required that each 
individual change was voted on individually. 
 
Item 28 which was rejected by the majority.     Motion defeated  
All the others items were voted on and passed by the majority.  Motions carried  

   
5.  Reports  
  
 5.1  Presidentôs Report  
 

Phil gave us his report which is included in the following section of this newletter.  
 
 5.2 Treasurerôs Report  
  

The financial statement was audited by Peter Hicks and found to be a true reflection of the clubôs 
books and records 
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For 2008/9   

Total Income $7864.69 

Total Expenditure $7095.97 

Profit $768.72 

Closing Balance $7737.84 

 
 Russell then addressed any questions raised by the meeting. 
 

 5.3  Resolved  - That the Auditorôs Report be accepted.  
 Moved: Leanne Tracey, Seconded: Brenda Swan  
 CARRIED  
  
6.  Elections   
 
 No nominations were received by the secretary for the Executive and committee positions. 
 

Re-confirm the following positions  
Public Officer:  - Phillip Sparkes 
Honorary Auditor: - Peter Hicks  

 
 All other positions will be filled by the new Committeeôs nominations at a later date. 
 
7.  Close 
 

Date of the Next AGM: 18th May 2010  
Meeting closed at 2049 hours 
 
 

Presidents Report 2009  
Phillip Sparkes 

 

As this is my final year as President I would like to incorporate the last 3 years with this year. 

 

Membership over the 3 years has increased from 32 to 44. Hopefully this shows that our program is 

varied enough and active enough to keep the existing members and the newer members interested 

 

Cruising 

We have started doing a 1 race/cruise series for the John Adrian Trophy with the Newcastle Cruising 

Yacht Club in Newcastle that coincides with their blessing of the fleet in August. This has been slowly 

increasing in popularity and is very successful as a new venture. 

 

New Years at the Myall Lakes was reinstated after about a 4 year break and the numbers have been 

steadily growing with it now being the most popular cruise, with over 30% of members attending.  

 

Over the last 3 years we have cruised on Lake Macquarie 15 times, Myall Lakes 5, Port Stephens 3, 

Newcastle Harbour 2, Hawkesbury River 2, Wallis Lakes, Gosford Waters, Hunter River and Sydney 

Harbour once 

 

Derek and Leanne have been a major contributor in the cruising area. Running many cruises creating 

interesting and varying themes which have all been a barrel of fun. A special thank you to them. 

 

We also had on shore cruise weekend outings at Lake St Clair, Dougôs, Hart and Pamôs, Nev and Judyôs 

along with 2 at Greg and Kateôs at Fairview Wines. Thank you to those members that opened up your 

doors for us.   
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Over the last 12 months Neville (and Judy) have been co-ordinating the cruising events and I would like 

to thank them both for the variety of locations and their efforts.  

 

Racing 

Racing has had number increase from 7 up to 20 boats at a race. Thatôs nearly 50% of members now 

racing and provides an excellent, competitive event for all those involved. 

 

To help bring us to and to keep us up to date Greg and myself attended a Race Organisers course run by 

Yachting NSW and Hart and myself attended a Safety Audit Course also run by Yachting NSW. By 

doing these we now have a better understanding of what is needed to conduct our races. With the 

introduction of the new Blue Book, Ralph Penn, Arnold Broekman, Robin Parker and myself also 

attended a seminar to try to better understand the changes. 

 

The 3 and 6 hour races have been well attended with some of us trying the Heaven Can Wait one lap dash 

(this was started originally for our club). The evening BBQ has again attracted participants from other 

Clubs including the internet group www.tscom.org last year we had over 50 people attend. 

 

Greg Searles has held this thankless job of Racing Co-ordinator for 3 years and during that time has dealt 

with computer glitches, protests, handicap issues strong wind and no wind. With a total of 56 races 

conducted he needs to be commended for his effort. In the last 6 months Graham Walkerden has stepped 

up and is now taking the pressure off Greg by becoming our handicapper. Thanks to you both. 

 

Behind the scenes the Executive located all the bits of paper that the club uses. After compiling and 

updating them all into a similar format, a ñClub Document Registerò was produced. Over a period of 2 

years, as more issues were identified, documents were created and included in the register. To date there 

are 28 documents in total and are available to all members.     

 

Our finances are looking good with Russell at the helm and keeping the numbers straight, he introduced a 

direct deposit system which has been convenient to many members. The treasurer has a thankless job but 

is appreciated by all of us and especially me, thanks Russell. 

 

A man of few words but spoke up at committee meetings when needed was Andy. He attended our 

committee meeting where his thoughts were well received and contributions appreciated. Thanks Andy.  

 

The web site www.trailersailer.org was set up in late 2007 and has been kept up to date as things have 

changed. We not only receive potential members making inquiries but also trailer sailers visiting the area 

looking for information and ideas. It has also helped some members sell their boats. This site has all the 

information and dates open to all those interested in trailer sailers across the world. This would have to be 

our greatest asset for advertising and promoting our CLUB. 

 

Graeme Vivian has been a big supporter of the club since he joined, promoting us where ever and 

whenever he can on the internet. Thanks to him a lot out there have now heard about us. 

 

Registration and Equipment Audits Days have been conducted at Sailaway. This had been seen as a good 

PR excise, with exposure at a prime location. With Gavin and Ross now moving on their promotion of the 

Club will be missed.  

 

The Mattara procession along Newcastle foreshore has up 5 rigs and their boats drive slowly along the 

foreshore before setting up a static display in the park. Again a good PR stunt. 

 

The Bungwahl bucket race was contested against the Careelôs at the Myall Lakes for the first time this 

year in many years. They have reciprocated by visiting Styles Point, joining us and making 34 boats 

along the shore line. 

 

The Newsletter well all I can say is Bla bla bla 

http://www.tscom.org/
http://www.trailersailer.org/
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Greg has been my sounding board, mentor, backstop and at times my critic. He has stepped in where 

needed and is a huge asset to the club. He is a straight shooter and has dealt with many things for me, 

making this job easier, thanks Greg 

 

On my right hand side for the 3 years, was our secretary Hart, dotting my Tôs and coming up with 

inspiring new ideas. When he took the job on he had only been to 1 meeting and no activities but still 

through himself in ñreel deepò Hart always has the best interest of the club at hart and threw this has done 

everything above and beyond what was asked of him. On behalf of you I would like to say thanks Hart.   

 

The last person who possibly should have been the first is Kim. She has stood in front, behind, but mainly 

beside me, over this time, giving me her full support. Kim has done so much behind the scenes without a 

grumble and many times without any recognition. I could not have done it without her. Thanks dear. 

 

I have been called Hitler and may have been called many other things, during this term but I have enjoyed 

my time and I wish the incoming committees all the best.   

 

Phillip Sparkes  

President  

06-09 

 

 

 
 
  

1
st
 Floor 184 Parry St, 

Newcastle West. 2302 

R M 
R & M INSURANCE BROKERS  

Pty Ltd.  

 Fast Efficient Claims Handling 

Own Assessors 

Crew Disability ï Transit Cover Yacht Scheme  

Boating Insurance  

Specialists   Since 1984. 

AFSL: 239233  

Call Greg 

Or Angie 

Today On:  02-49624888 
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Minutes of General Meeting  
Tuesday 19th May, 2009, Club Macquarie 

1.  Opening   
  

Meeting opened at: 2051 hours 
Chairperson:  President Phillip Sparkes 
Attendance:  24 as per Attendance Book. 
Apologies: Ian Nunn, David and Hazel Cooper, Andrew and Dee Hall, Graham and Heidi Vivian, 
Bernard and Barbara Jankowiak, Greg and Kate Searles, Pam Peters.  

 

2.  Minutes from Previous Meeting  
 

2.1  Resolved  - That the minutes of the General Meeting held at Club Macquarie on 
21/04/2009  (as printed in the May Catalina Fleet News) be accepted 

 Moved: Joan Hutchings, Seconded: Graham Walkerden  CARRIED 
 
 2.2  Matters  Arising from the Minutes: NIL 

   
3.  Correspondence  

 Inwards 
Received May Bilgewater Newsletter 
Received April Sonata Notes 

 Outwards  NIL 
 Business arising from Correspondence: NIL   

 
4.  Reports  
 
 4.1 Treasurerôs Report 
 

For April 2009   

Total Income $77.59 

Total Expenditure $149.10 

Total at Bank: $3373.15 

ING Balance as at 30/04/2009   $4293.18 
 

4.1  Resolved  ï That the Treasurerôs Report be accepted. 
Proposed: Russell Wilcox, Seconded: Eric Waddingham  CARRIED 
 

5.  General Business  
 
Positions for Committee were called for from the floor,  
Nomination for Treasurer Peter Swan - nominated by Graham Walkerden and seconded by Kim 
Weir - position accepted. 
 
Nominations for ordinary committee members 

 Graham Walkerden ï nominated Peter Swan seconded by Barry White - position accepted 
Stan Steele - nominated Russell Wilcox, seconded by Eric Waddingham - position accepted. 
All other p ositions to be filled at a later date.  
 
Kim reported on the upcoming presentation Night  
Bill talked about the upcoming Keepit Kool regatta  
A quick rundown about the 30 th anniversary weekend was given by Stan. 
Graham Walkerden to attend the Aquatic Services meeting on Wednesday 20th May, 2009. 
 

6.  Close 
 

Date of next general Meeting:  16th June, 2009 at Club Macquarie. 
Meeting Closed at 2120 hours. 
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Lake Mac Cruise Report for May  
Hans and Nita 

Crosswind 
 
The forecast for the weekend was fine but with SW winds u p to 26 knots on the Saturday . We launched 
at Sunshine on Friday and for some reason the starter motor didnôt work so I had to start the motor by 
hand. We headed up to Styles under headsail only as the SW wind was already up and initially we were 
on a broad reach and run which is okay for just the headsail. After rounding Wangi Point it was hard into 
wind so we decided to raise the main as well. Despite several attempts to start the motor, to head the 
boat into wind, it was dead!  We managed to get the main  up with two reefs and headed towards 
Rathmines knowing we would have to sail to our anchor point (a first for us) and eventually we 
anchored near the F jetty public mooring. As it turned out the motor problem was a corroded connection 
in the motor well wh ich I fixed and we were up and running again and able to set the anchor correctly.  
 
On Saturday we motored to the F Jetty to join Coonawarra Blue and Kinross who had spent the night 
there. Morning tea with scones was enjoyed on Coonawarra Blue awaiting Wanderer II and Atanos 
before heading off to Sunshine for lunch.  
 
As the wind prediction was around 25 kts we prepared accordingly. We had a double reef in the main 
with our working headsail (No. 2 Genoa). The north-westerly decreased as we headed away from 
Rathmines and soon it was replaced by a freshening SW wind (as predicted). On rounding the eastern 
end of Pulbah we headed up between Pt Wollstoncroft and Pulbah, deciding to keep on the tack heading 
towards the island then tack towards Sunshine. What we didnôt realise was that the wind had risen so 
much that when it was time to tack we didnôt have enough speed.  A second attempt failed but by this 
time we were too close to Pulbah to gybe downwind, so we hastily dropped all sails, while I went into 
the motor well to pull out the plug and lower the motor (real fast).  Fortunately the motor started 
(phew!) and we got out of a nasty situation. We wonôt be getting that close to the lee shore in that kind 
of wind again!  Wanderer II also found the going a bit tou gh and dropped their sails, likewise Kinross 
who had clocked the wind at 32 kts!  Derek mentioned that they had never seen Wanderer II heeled 
over so much!   Coonawarra Blue was under motor but I think Greg was a bit concerned that his motor 
wasnôt powerful enough to get them through and at one point thought they might have to turn around! 
Atanos said they were rounding up under just headsail!  
 
We headed into Sunshine with great relief which was well protected from the wind. It was sunny and 
warm and it was agreed to stay there for the night instead of sail to Gwandalan for the planned 
overnight, as most of us had had enough excitement for the day (except for Derek who was hanging out 
for bar chips at the club).  It was a lovely time at Sunshine. The reserve is beautifully kept and with the 
wind coming from the SW it was a perfect location. We had happy hour during which time we went 
through the answers to the facts and figures quiz which Nita had put together.  I think we all learnt a bit 
more about Lake Mac as a result.   
 
Next morning we were greeted with blue skies and after Nita led a guided tour to show off this part of 
the lake, we all sat around enjoying morning tea with delicious cakes provided by Wanderer II and 
Coonawarra Blue.  
 
We all eventually dragged ourselves away and motored to Arcadia Vale for lunch (the wind was non-
existent at this time). Kinross returned to Rathmines as they had battery problems with their car and 
needed time to call the NRMA if required. After lunch people headed back to Rathmines to retrieve. 
Coonawarra Blue and ourselves (Crosswind) motored to the Lagoon to overnight. We had happy hour 
rafted up and then we anchored separately to enjoy a very quiet night.  
 
Next morning we motored back to Sunshine and left Coonawarra Blue who were retrieving at Styles.  It 
was a very enjoyable cruise in which we (Crosswind) learnt a lot and how to cope in tricky situations.  
Thanks to all of those who came along and made the cruise a success. 
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Queenôs Birthday Cruise 
 
 

 
Full report to fol low. Big turnout, very lucky with the weather. Some of us lazing around at a cafe that 
Derek assures e is called ñNipplesò 

 

I tems For Sale  

 

 aƻƻƴǊŀƪŜǊ нс άллтέ Built 1979 by Moonraker Marine  

 Lead low aspect ratio keel with internal stainless 

centreboard. No internal case. 

 V-berth, 2 quarter berths plus 1 in saloon 

 Separate toilet compartment (Porta Potti) 

 Full headroom 

 1 x main, 3 jibs + spinnaker 

 27Mhz radio 

 No trailer - kept on mooring at Lake Mac 

 Old Evinrude 9.9 outboard (Brand new Mercury 8 

outboard separately available 

 Recent survey 

 Lots more details and pictures: ring David on 0412 548 

269 

 Got to sell, foolishly bought new boat, again. $12,000ish 
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N ewcastle & Hunter Trailer Yacht Assoc.  
Program 2009  

Day Date Activity Venue Time Contact Ph number Points 

Next newsletter closing date 1/7/09 

Tuesday 16th June General Meeting Club Macquarie 1930    

Saturday 27th June Presentation Night Club Macquarie 1830 Phillip Sparkes 0414223654  

Sat/Sun 11th ï 12th July Cruise On shore 4 x 4 1000 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 2 

Tuesday 21st July General Meeting Club Macquarie 1930    

Saturday 25th July Rego Day  1000 Hart Peters 43682230  

Sat/Sun 8th ï 9th  August Race Newcastle Harbour 1000   2 

Tuesday 18th August General Meeting Club Macquarie 1930    

Saturday 22nd August Race 1 Spring F-Jetty 1130 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sunday 23rd August Race 2 Spring F-Jetty (Debriefing at 
the ramp) 

1030 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sat/Sun 5th ï 6th September Cruise Dads day 1000   2 

Tuesday 15th September General Meeting Club Macquarie 1930    

Saturday 19th September Race 3 Spring F-Jetty 1130 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sunday 20th September Race 4 Spring F-Jetty (Debriefing at 
the ramp) 

1030 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sat/Mon 3rd ï 5th October 3 & 6 Hr Race Regatta 1100 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 2 

Sun 11th October We turn 30  0000    

Sat/Sun 17th -18th October Cruise 30th anniversary Dinner 0900   2 

Tuesday 20th October General Meeting Club Macquarie 1930    

Saturday 31st October Race 5 Spring Styles Point 1130 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sunday 1st November Race 6 Spring Styles Point 1030 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sat/Sun 14th ï 15th Nov Cruise  0900   2 

Tuesday 17th November General Meeting Club Macquarie 1930    

Saturday 28th November Race 7 Spring Styles Point 1130 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sunday 29th November Race 8 Spring Styles Point 1030 Graham Walkerden 0405526465 1 

Sat/Sun 5th ï 6th December Cruise  0900   2 

Saturday 12 December Party X-mas get-together 1800    

Thursday 31 December Cruise Myall Lakes 2359   2 

 

 MEMBERS 

 

Having their birthday in  
March 

 
Hans Heck 

 
Kevin Newman 

 

 
 

 

 

MEMBERS 

 

Having their birthday in  
June 

 
Derek Tracey  
Nevlle Heap 

Have we missed your Birthday?   

Maybe it was not filled out on your renewal form? Please contact  Phillip or Hart if you want to see 

your name on the Birthday List.  

 


