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Non-Executive Responsibilities 

Handicapper - Greg Searles   4938 1116 Historian - Ross Ayre 4943 0095 

Russell Wilcox – 4960 3751 Equipment Auditor - Ray Parker  4975 5518 

Tea Lady - Kim Weir - 4946 5080 Librarian - Dave Cooper 4975 1793 

Magazine Editor - Phillip Sparkes     nhtya@bigpond.com 
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Presidents Bit 
The November General Meeting from all reports was a success with the BBQ dinner before the meeting and supper 
supplied by the ladies’ afterwards.  
Also at our last general meeting, the guest speaker was Peter Browne from NSW Maritime Authority. Through his 
presentation, he said that if any members have any trouble on the water to get in touch with him and he will try to attend 
to it asap.     His contact number is 0427 896428 or pbrowne@maritime.nsw.gov.au 
 
His presentation was informative, entertaining and much appreciated by all those who attended. 
 
There is a flyer for the Manning Marathon (Taree) in this magazine, this event has been well patronised by members of 
our Club and is a fun filled weekend that is well worth attending.  
 
Take note of the Notice of Motion in this newsletter (page 4) to be voted on in February  
 
The current membership listing will also be sent out to members in this newsletter, with numbers already on the increase 
from last year – things are looking good. 
 
Kim and myself,  would like to wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you all at some time 

over the holidays or early in the new year. 
 

General Meeting Notice 
Notice is herby given of a general Meeting of the Newcastle and Hunter Trailer Yacht Association 
 to be held at Club Macquarie, Argenton, on Wednesday  19th February 2008  at 7:30pm 
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NEWCASTLE & HUNTER TRAILER YACHT ASSOCIATION  
 

Minutes of the General Meeting Held at Scout Hall Speers Point 
Tuesday 16th November, 2007 

Meeting opened at: 1944 hours. 
Chairman:  President Philip Sparkes 
Attendance:  20 as per Attendance Book. 
Apologies:  Brenda Swan, Terry Thirlwell, Greg Searles, Stan Steele. 

 
·  20/11-01 Resolved - The Minutes of the General Meeting held at Club Macquarie on 16/10/2007 (as printed in the 

November Catalina Fleet News) be adopted. 
·   Proposed: Derek Tracey 

Seconded: Eric Waddingham 
 
Matters arising from the Minutes – NIL 
               
Correspondence 

·  Inwards   
Received October issue Sonata Newsletter. 
Received November issue Bilgewater Newsletter. 
Received Club Insurance Renewal for coming year. 
Received November Cruising attendance Form from Ian and Lynn Nunn. 
Received Statement of Account  from Yachting NSW for YA memberships. 
Received a letter from the Australian Volunteer Coastguard re our enquiry about Associate Membership. 
Received a letter from YA  re: a Youth Leadership Development Camp.  
Received Manning Marathon Regatta notice of race 2008  

 
·  Outwards 

Club Insurance Policy payment to be sent out tomorrow. 
 
Business Arising from Correspondence  NIL                         
 
Reports 

·  Treasurer (Leanne Tracey) 
      Income:  $383.00 
      Expenditure:    $0.80 
      Balance:           $5092.22 
 
 ING Balance as at 31/10/2007:  $3928.27 

 
·  20/11-02 Resolved - That the Treasurer's Report be accepted.  

Proposed: Leanne Tracey 
Seconded: Hazel Cooper 

 
·  Racing Organiser (Greg) 

Requests have been forwarded to have the race handicapping system explained. The Committee will organise for 
Greg to do a presentation at the February meeting next year. 
Phillip has been given some non-load bearing S/S shackles (not rated). 2 will be handed out to the last place getter in 
every race until they are gone. 

 
·  Cruising Organiser (Derek) 

The Hawkesbury Cruise was very successful with 11 boats turning up this year. Some boats made a week of it, others 
turned up for the weekend. See cruise report in the next newsletter.  

 
·  Social Organiser    Christmas Function 

Christmas Theme – wear something red and/or white and flashing. More information in the next newsletter. Russell 
and Michelle Wilcox are the hosts. Contact them if you are coming and find out what food you are required to bring. 

 
·  Editor   NIL 

 
General Business  
           Approval for accepting the new Club Insurance Policy for 2007-2008 was requested. 
 Proposed: Barry White  Seconded: Grahame Walkerden 
 Accepted Unanimously. 
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Lake Illawarra Race 17-18 November. Debbie and Graham Walkerden of Gunsmoke again flew the flag for NHTYA 
and again came away triumphant from the weekend. Well Done! Read their report in the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
 
We have again been invited to attend the Manning Marathon on the 12-13 January, 2008. The Entry application Form 
will be attached to the next newsletter. 
 
Motion from Terry Thirlwell re: helping out our new members on race days.  To be included in full in next newsletter. 
 
The meeting was then handed over to our special guest, Peter Browne from the NSW Maritime who gave an 
informative talk on Maritime Safety and how we can assist them in their role in keeping the waterways and users safe. 
Peter answered lots of questions in his presentation and his time was very much appreciated. 

 
Date of next General Meeting: 19th February, 2008 at Club Macquarie 
Meeting closed at:    2126 hours 

 
****************************************** 
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Don’t forget to make them feel welcome 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
I hereby move that the following notice of motion be placed on the notice paper, to go to vote at the 19th February 
2008 General Meeting 
 
Proposal is to change our sailing instruction to reflect the following:  
 
“An experienced club members may race with a new member (on provisional) on the new members boat to assist 
them with setting up, sail trimming, race rules, course orientation and general seamanship and still receive points” 
 
Conditions:  
A member can only help 1 boat for 1 race each season. 
That member will receive their average series points for that race. 
Subsidised help is only available to new members whilst provisional. 
Race organiser must be aware and approve of assistance prier to any race. 
 
Proposed by Terry Thirlwell 
Second by Kim Weir 
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Spring Series Race 8 - 25th September 

Yacht 
Start 
Time 

This 
Race 
TCF 

Finish 
Time 

Elapsed 
Time 

Corrected 
Time Pos BCH 

% 
Variation 

Adjusted 
BCH Penalty 

TCF 
Next 
Race 

FARRHAVEN 11:35:00 0.556 14:29:07 2:54:07 1:36:49 1 0.580 0.044 0.578 0.01 0.566 

ATANOS 11:45:00 0.595 14:32:59 2:47:59 1:39:57 2 0.602 0.011 0.602 0.005 0.599 

ORANJE 11:50:00 0.658 14:22:21 2:32:21 1:40:15 3 0.663 0.008 0.663 0.0025 0.661 

ZORRO 11:55:00 0.730 14:12:37 2:17:37 1:40:28 4 0.734 0.006 0.734 0 0.731 
ARCTIC TURN 
11 11:35:00 0.549 14:39:04 3:04:04 1:41:03 5 0.549 0.000 0.549 0 0.549 

PENULTIMATE 11:45:00 0.592 14:35:50 2:50:50 1:41:08 6 0.592 -0.001 0.592 0 0.592 

X RATED 11:55:00 0.667 14:26:58 2:31:58 1:41:22 7 0.665 -0.003 0.665 0 0.667 

SEA YA 11:55:00 0.661 14:28:56 2:33:56 1:41:45 8 0.656 -0.007 0.656 0 0.660 

FARR HORIZON 11:50:00 0.645 14:28:48 2:38:48 1:42:26 9 0.636 -0.013 0.636 0 0.643 

WANDERER  I I  11:50:00 0.629 14:34:23 2:44:23 1:43:24 10 0.615 -0.023 0.615 0 0.626 

POSSUM 11:55:00 0.754 14:12:25 2:17:25 1:43:37 11 0.735 -0.025 0.735 0 0.750 

BINNAWAY 11:50:00 0.668 14:27:23 2:37:23 1:45:08 12 0.642 -0.039 0.648 0 0.664 

BLUE MOON 11:35:00 0.597 14:33:06 2:58:06 1:46:20 13 0.567 -0.050 0.579 0 0.593 
Husband & Wife:                FARRHAVEN 
Officer Of The Day:            FARRTHERS TOY 

Spring Series Race 7 - 24th September 

Yacht 
Start 
Time 

This 
Race 
TCF 

Finish 
Time 

Elapsed 
Time 

Corrected 
Time Pos. BCH 

% 
Variation 

Adjusted 
BCH Penalty 

TCF 
Next 
Race 

BLUE MOON 12:35:00 0.586 15:06:59 2:31:59 1:29:04 1 0.623 0.063 0.609 0.01 0.597 
ARCTIC TURN 
11 12:35:00 0.542 15:20:32 2:45:32 1:29:43 2 0.572 0.055 0.564 0.005 0.549 

WANDERER  I I  12:50:00 0.626 15:18:55 2:28:55 1:33:13 3 0.635 0.015 0.635 0.0025 0.629 

SEA YA 12:50:00 0.661 15:13:01 2:23:01 1:34:32 4 0.662 0.001 0.662 0 0.661 
FARRTHERS  
TOY 12:50:00 0.631 15:19:58 2:29:58 1:34:38 5 0.631 0.000 0.631 0 0.631 

X RATED 12:50:00 0.668 15:13:15 2:23:15 1:35:41 6 0.661 -0.011 0.661 0 0.667 

ZORRO 12:55:00 0.734 15:07:30 2:12:30 1:37:15 7 0.714 -0.027 0.714 0 0.730 

FARR HORIZON 12:50:00 0.649 15:19:54 2:29:54 1:37:17 8 0.631 -0.027 0.631 0 0.645 

PENULTIMATE 12:45:00 0.596 15:29:51 2:44:51 1:38:15 9 0.574 -0.037 0.578 0 0.592 

BINNAWAY 12:50:00 0.672 15:18:09 2:28:09 1:39:33 10 0.639 -0.049 0.652 0 0.668 

POSSUM 12:55:00 0.759 15:06:48 2:11:48 1:40:02 11 0.718 -0.054 0.736 0 0.754 

ATANOS 12:45:00 0.599 15:40:49 2:55:49 1:45:19 12 0.538 -0.101 0.581 0 0.595 

KOULA 12:50:00 0.627 DNF                 
Husband & Wife:                  ARCTIC TURN II 
Officer Of The Day:              ORANJE 
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Race 6 - Spring Series Sunday 28 October 2007 
 
The day began with the early morning start as daylight saving had kicked in overnight. A strong wind warning was predicted 
for late in the afternoon. 
 
We had very light winds at the start, which favour Binnaway. We decided to go with the No 2 headsail.  The race began well 
for us with a good start and we were right on time going over the start line. 
 
At Fishing Point buoy we were the first around of the boats that started at 11.50am. 
 
On the work to slip buoy we passed the rest of the fleet off Coal Point. 
 
Possum passed us half way from slip to Carey Bay. Ray and Bronwyn on Possum tacked out into the bay. We decided to 
continue along the shore line as far as possible before tacking out into the bay. 
 
This paid off for us and to our surprise we were in front of Possum after a long tack to the drop over. Just one tack then took us 
to Coon Island buoy. Possum was now back in the lead as we went around Coon Island Buoy. 
 
I had forgotten to put the wind vane on top of the mast when raising the mast on Saturday and the log wasn’t working on the 
Sunday race. We just had to work off the telltales on the headsail and the feel of the rudder. One advantage was I didn’t have a 
sore neck from looking up at the top of the mast. 
 
We had a good run to the finish line and were over the line second behind Possum. 
 
David, (Father’s Toy) I was looking out for you. Did you get lost or stop for lunch??? 
 
I am enjoying my sailing and the friendship in the Club. 
 
Happy sailing – Barry (Binnaway)  
 

************************************* 
 

Race 7 Spring Series Saturday 24th September 2007 
A View from the Blue Moon. 

 
There is not much is not much gravity on the moon but there is certainly a lot of it on Blue Moon. I am not saying my crew is 
over weight as Peter Lamrock is my brother-in-law and I would not want to suffer any family feuds about weighty matters. 
 
I am saying that my weight is a little over generous achieved by my long standing interest in food matters; after all I am a Food 
Technologist. Food Technology is all about the science of food preservation and mass production techniques to satisfy all the 
organoleptic desires of folk such as you. You can see that I don’t preserve food, I eat it to give me a distinct ballast advantage 
over you clever people who save it for light weather days. 
 
Blue Moon is a great little boat but it needs 2 things; plenty of wind to propel its fat skipper and first bite of the wind to get 
ahead of other hungry boats that will also eat up the wind if you give them half a chance. 
 
We got a good start and gobbled up the wind and only saved the leftovers for the rest. 
 
We southern folk from Bateau Bay & Berowra are getting on in years and have great difficulty seeing “Farr Away”. Peter and I 
did two sides of a triangle getting around sunken rock as the map shows it closer to the western side of Pulbah Island than it 
actually is so we sailed a lot further than we should have. 
 
The windward legs were terrific for us even though I was knackered hanging over the side trying to keep the old Moon on the 
horizon. 
 
We had no help from any of you lot as you would not pass us to show us what was happening ahead. Possum, being the well 
mannered and beautiful yacht it is stayed behind us until right at the finish line where from my view it was a dead heat finish. 
 
One day we will work out how to make this little Farr go faster down wind. We had fun and really do appreciate the 
atmosphere of friendship and help prevailing in this club. 
 
Stan Steele 
Blue Moon 
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NOTICE OF RACE – The Hamilton Tender Centre 

Autumn Series 2008 
 
1  RULES 
1.1 The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in NHTYA Race instructions. 
1.2 The Prescriptions and Special Regulations of Yachting Australia Inc will apply 
1.3 If there is a conflict between languages the English text will take precedence. 
1.4 All races will be non spinnaker events 
1.5 Boats competing will need to be compliant with Yachting Australia Category 7 with the NHTYA Inc additional 

requirements listed on the Sailing Instructions and Safety Audit. 
1.6 Each race is required to have a minimum of 5 boats to sign on and start the race. If less than 5, the race will not be 

part of the race series. 
 
2 ADVERTISING 

Advertising will be restricted to Category A. 
 
3 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 
3.1 The regatta is open to all NHTYA members and visitors.  
 
4 CLASSIFICATION 
 The ISAF Sailor Classification Code will apply. 
 
5 FEES 
5.1 Required fees are as follows 
 Autumn Series $25.00 
  
6 RACE SERIES 
6.1 The regatta will consist of 8 races. 
 
7 SCHEDULE 
7.1 Registration: 
 The Day of the Race Prior to Briefing Time 
7.2 Dates of racing: 

 Date                    Date  

 9th February race 1              12th April  race 5 
 10th February race 2                   13th April  race 6 
 8th March race 3 17th May  race 7 
 9th March race 4                    18th May    race 8       
 
7.3 Number of races: 

 Class Number  Races per day 
 1 to 4 All 1 
7.4 The scheduled time of the warning signal for the race briefing each day is Saturday 11.30am and Sunday 10.30am. 
 
8 MEASUREMENTS 
 Each boat shall be given a provisional handicap by the club handicap officer. 
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9 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
9.1 The sailing instructions will be available at the briefing of each race or from the race officer. 
 
10 VENUE 
10.1 The venue will be “F” jetty for races 5 thru 8 and Styles Point for races 1 through 4. 
 
11 THE COURSES 
11.1 The courses to be sailed will be selected from the club Courses (club documents). 
 
12 PENALTY SYSTEM 
12.1 The penalties for breaking rules of part 2 of the Yachting Australia will apply with provision for a 360 degree turn 

including one tack and one gybe to any boat that touches a mark of the course 
12.2 Decisions of the protest committee will be final as provided in rule 70.4. 
 
13 SCORING 
13.1 The scoring system is as follows: 

The Low points system as described in A4.1 with First accruing 0.75  
A boat that DNF (Did Not Finish)      Number of starters in the race plus 1 
A boat that DNS (Did Not Start)  Highest number of starters in the series plus 2 
A boat that DSQ (Disqualified)       Number of starters in the race plus 3 

OOD (Officer of the DAY Average points for the series, but not greater than the DNF 
points for the race 

Any Series Ties to be resolved by comparing the number of firsts, etc. 
A racing yacht that renders assistance to another vessel in distress will be allocated its average series points but not 
greater than the DNF points for the race. 
No DSQ can be dropped from any point score series. 
Series points are calculated on the best 6 races. DNF and DNS can be dropped from the series for the purpose of 
calculating the series points. 

 
14 SUPPORT BOATS 
 The start boat will be anchored at the start and finish lines. Committee Boats will be used as support boats as 

required 
 
15 RADIO COMMUNICATION 

A boat shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all 
boats.  

 
16 PRIZES 
 Prizes will be given as follows:  

Medal for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Husband and wife trophy, is for the first husband and wife across the line. 
Trophies as follows: 
Winner of the Spring Series 
Winner of the Autumn Series 
Winner of the combined Series 

 
17 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 

Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, Decision to Race. The organizing 
authority will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with 
or prior to, during, or after the regatta. 

 
18 INSURANCE 

Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of 
$10,000,000.00 per event or the equivalent. 
 

19 PERSON IN CHARGE 
The person in charge will be a financial member of the YA. 

 
20 FURTHER INFORMATION 
 For further information, please contact Greg Searles 0409243926.  
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Waterfall Refuge Bay 

The Ferrymen 

Cruise Report – November Hawkesbury Cruise 
POSSUM, FARRTHERS TOY and FARR HORIZON set 
out early on Wednesday morning in heavily overcast 
weather, to launch at Parsley Bay, Brooklyn. Shortly after we 
arrived  ROLLER COASTER joined us. The forecast was for 
strong winds and showers for the next 3 to 5 days. We 
launched and three boats headed for the shelter of America 
Bay with only one shower on the way over. Doug had 
arranged to meet a relation on Thursday so he said he would 
catch up with us later. 

Following overnight showers  we headed off to check out the 
Arkuna Bay Marina in Coal and Candle Creek. We went 
ashore into visitors pens and had a look around the facilities. 
The staff at the marina were most courteous, assisting us to 
moor and showing us around the marina. There are 4 visitors 
berths and they are free for one hour. WANDERER II made 
radio contact to find out our location and joined us as we 
were leaving the marina after having had our lunch while on 
the marina. We headed for an overnight stop in Smith’s 
Creek where we were joined by WINDSONG and ROLLER 
COASTER. 

Overnight we experienced very heavy rain, however if fined 
up next morning, Friday morning, and FARRTHERS TOY, 
WANDERER II and ROLLER COASTER motored to Apple 
Tree Bay where they found a new and large pontoon on 
which to moor and go ashore for a look around. 
WINDSONG went to Cotton Tree Bay while POSSUM and 
FARR HORIZON checked out the stingrays in Stingray Bay 
on the way to our overnight destination in Refuge Bay. Just 
on dark SEA YA and CROSSWIND arrived and A’TANOS 
arrived at about 9 pm. 

On Saturday morning the rain cleared and the weekend 

weather was almost perfect, sunshine, blue skies and light 
winds. We experienced the waterfall in Refuge at its best 

following the days and nights of heavy rain. Some of the boats went for a sail out towards Lion Island but found the sea a bit 
rough. Some went to Hallets Beach and Derek and Ray went to Arkuna Bay Marina on SEA YA so Derek could do a recky 
and get some bait. While we were at Hallets GUNSMOKE arrived and FARR HAVEN joined the fleet after launching at 
Patonga. The fleet now consisted of eleven boats. Hart had borrowed a 
dinghy from the Waddinghams with the thought of buying it but 
unfortunately the bottom fell out of it on the way over from Patonga. 
Fortunately, the dinghy came apart in the middle (it was designed that way) 
so Hart was able to secure it on the foredeck of FARR HAVEN.  

After lunch, we all headed for Jerusalem Bay but unfortunately the moderate 
easterly breeze was blowing straight up the bay making it difficult to position 
a boat to set an anchor. WINDSONG, FARR HORIZON, WANDERER II, 
A’TANOS, GUNSMOKE and FARR HAVEN managed to anchor and the 
rest of the fleet headed for Pinta Bay. Nev and Judy Heap, Ian and Lyn Nunn, 
Betsy Watson and Kim Weir were the only starters for the walk to Cowan 
which took about an hour each way. All the creeks were flowing and we had 
to improvise with makeshift steppingstones in places. On the walk, we 
learned much about Australian native flowers and the various varieties of 
eucalypts thanks to Betsy and Nev.  

 

We all spent the night in Pinta Bay with 9 of the 11 boats rafted up for happy 
hour. Ben Walkerden caught the only fish caught for the weekend and as it 
was not quite big enough to feed the whole 22 skippers and crew he had to 
throw it back. 
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On the walk to Cowan 

Sunday morning we set off at about 9:30, with the 
wind on the nose, for a glorious sail to Patonga for our 
fish and chips lunch. FARR HAVEN retrieved at 
Patonga and most of the others returned to Parsley Bay 
for retrieval and the journey home. The boats 
remaining had intended to sail to Pittwater, however 
FARRTHERS TOY and CROSSWIND headed off 
early and found the sea state too much with the 
outgoing tide against the wind, so they, together with 
POSSUM and FARR HORIZON, headed back to 
America Bay. 

Next morning, Monday, we set off at 8:30 am and 
motored into Pittwater for lunch at Coasters Retreat in 
The Basin. After lunch we enjoyed a brisk sail back to 
Refuge Bay and again the sea state was affected by the 
tide against the breeze, however going with it and 
running down wind was quite comfortable. Tuesday 
morning was an early start back to Parsley Bay to 
retrieve and head home. 

Thanks to all those member who participated. We enjoyed the weekend very much and we hope all participants got as much 
enjoyment out of the weekend as we did. One observation I would make is that it is not easy to communicate when you are not 
moored to shore and it appears that very few 
boats have their radios on. I would suggest that 
we make it part of the cruising instructions that 
when you are not moored to the shore you 
have your 27 MHZ radios on between 8:30 
and 10:00 am.  

Mobile phone reception in the area was very 
patchy. You would have no reception then 200 
metres away you would have good reception; I 
guess it is due to the steep hills. Malcolm 
Watson enlightened me on a new VHF 
repeater channel, channel 21, which has 
recently been installed high on the Central 
Coast. Malcolm spoke to Swansea Coast 
Guard and Gosford Coastal Patrol loud and 
clear from Cowan Creek. 

Thanks to all who participated. 

Ian & Lyn Nunn 
FARR HORIZON 
 

*********************************************

Razor Fish 
 

Lake Macquarie City Council have had a programme going lately to help remove 
razor fish. More than 520 razor fish have been removed from 11 areas around the 
Lake. However, only 13% of these were alive.  
 
Razor fish generally have a life cycle of 4 – 5 years (that is why they are so big). The 
next stage in their programme is to educate people of the danger and signage to go 
with it.  
 
To find out more go to: 
http://www.lakemac.com.au/page.aspx?pid=74&vid=1&nid=381 
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Hi All 
 
Just thought I would give everyone a quick rundown on the Lord Mayors Regatta for 07.  
 
There were a lot less boats than last year as it wasn't part of the NSW TYA calendar, so with 14 or so starters between Div 1 
and Div 2 there was a bit more room at the start and more prizes to go around! I must say the IYC club certainly know how to 
reward and I was a little sheepish stealing 1st place from the locals. But hey, like last year you gotta be in it to win it! 
 
Race 1 on the Saturday was tough. By one O'clock the wind was over 20kt with the forecast to strengthen as the afternoon 
progressed. Div 2 (<0.72) had the shorter of the courses with one lap 
less than Div 1 (>.72).  Div 2 ended up being a bit of a match race 
between Satisfaction and Gunsmoke.  
 
We started with a reef in and got a pearler of a start. By the first 
windward mark we had a good lead over Simon and managed to hold it 
for the race, not stretching it any further. A good start and a bit of 
knowledge from last year was all that got us in front. The last lap called 
for the 2nd reef as we were overpowered and copping a bit of a 
hammering from the waves. The lake is quite shallow at the moment 
and  2-3 Metres depth with high winds made us happy to see the end. 
We decided to forget race two, luckily everyone else did too so the race 
was cancelled without penalty for Gunsmoke. 
 
Sunday was beauuuuutiful. 15kts steady. We could be in strife was my 
first thought, Satisfaction had a beefy Genoa & they left the jetty early 
to do some spinnaker work as well. Without waffling on too much I rigged all the lines and set the bag up on the bow. This 
time we got a better start than Saturday! After rounding the windward mark Deb took over on the helm as she is very 
comfortable reaching and downwind. I raced up the bow set everything up then ran back and hoisted the spinny. We ran quite 
square but it sure was exciting, occasionally heading up. The good news was Satisfaction was in what looked like a gybing 
dual, they lost a bit of ground and ended up about the same as the Saturday.   
 
We only made one mistake with the spinnaker on the second lap. Well done Deb! 
 
On the last windward leg we start to relax a bit and see another boat with spinny fully set about 20 metres behind the boat. We 
have a bit of a chuckle and imagine the shinanagins on board. 
 
Two firsts and first Overall for 07. I’m sure we can have NHTYA pinch all three places next year and hope the Club includes it 
on the cruising calender for 08. Enter the Regatta the fun, were still grinning. 
 
Special thanks to the Illawarra Yacht Club & volunteers for organising a well run event. Thank you Simone and crew and other 
entrants. 

 
We'll be back next year. 

 
Graham, Debbie & Ben 

Gunsmoke 
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Club Boat and Scocial Trophy list 2007/2008 

POINTSCORE upto and including December Cruise 
Surname Know as Boat type Boat name Club Boat Social 
SPARKES Phillip & Kim Sonata 7 A'tanos 22 12 
TRACEY Derek & Leanne Ross 780 Kinross 19 10 
HALL Andrew & Dee Farr 6000 Arctic Tern 2 18 8 
HEAP Neville & Judy Sabre 25 Wanderer II 17 8 
PETERS Hart & Pam Farr 6000 Farr Haven 16 8 
PARKER Raymond & Bronwyne  Young 7.7 Possum 15 6 
WALKERDEN Graham & Debbie Sabre 22 Gunsmoke 12 10 
COOPER David & Hazel Farr 7500 Farrther's Toy 12 5 
SEARLES Greg & Kate Ross 780 Zorro 11 1 
WHITE Barry & Kathy Clifton 7 Binnaway 9 0 
NUNN Ian & Lyn Farr 7500 Farr Horizon 8 2 
PENN Ralph & Janice Duncanson 26 Penultimate 8 2 
BROEKMAN Arnold & Jo Haynes Tramp Oranje 8 1 
HECK Hans & Anita Austral Clubman Cross Wind 6 6 
SWAN Peter & Brenda Sabre 22 Tamu Ndoto 6 6 
WILCOX Russell & Michelle Haynes Tramp Slippery when Wet 5 0 
BOOKER Graham & Maria Sonata 26 X-Rated 5 0 
WADDINGHAM Eric & Janice Farr 6000 Knot Farr Enough 4 4 
STANFIELD Doug Adams 21 Roller Coaster 4 4 
STEELE Stanley Farr 6000 Blue Moon 4 0 
THIRLWELL Terry & Saras Farr 6000 Aquarius 3 0 
JANKAWIAK Barnard & Barbara Gazelle Blew By U 2 2 
VIVIAN Graeme & Hedi Castle 650 Vivace 2 2 
WATSON Malcolm & Betsy Sonata 7 Windsong 2 2 
PUCKERIDGE Mark  Gem 550 Koula 1 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Floor 184 Parry St, 

Newcastle West. 2302�

R M 
�����������	�
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 Fast Efficient Claims Handling 

Own Assessors 

Crew Disability – Transit Cover Yacht Scheme  

Boating Insurance  

Specialists   Since 1984. 

AFSL: 239233 

Call Greg 

Or Angie 

Today On:  02-49624888 
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Back to Basic Cruise report 
 
After a fairly uneventful journey from Sydney to the Lake, Gunsmoke and its crew arrived shortly after 9.30am to find 
Farrhaven still on its trailer and its Captain wondering whether anyone was turning up!!!  He should not have worried because 
in no time at all Wanderer II, Tamo ndoto and A’tanos were all starting to rig looking forward to the start of a great “back to 
basics” cruise weekend.  Farrhaven’s crew hadn’t arrived so he chilled and chatted whilst the rest of us were in the water pretty 
quickly.  His crew turned up just as Isis arrived extending the fleet to 6.  Vivace and Impulse (two TSP boats) were also 
rigging at Styles when Hart extended an invitation to them to join us.   
 
Weather wise it was a sticky one and warranted a swim almost immediately.  
Wanderer II headed off to check out the sand bar while the rest of us began a 
leisurely sail following them.  Due to light winds I decided to take the helm and 
grab an opportunity of learning new skills in favourable conditions for a 
change!!!  What a blast, this helming stuff is pretty easy hey!!   
 
Tamo ndoto and Gunsmoke kept together and on arrival to the sandbar found 
gusty winds with  Farrhaven, A,tanos and Isis all bobbing around.  After a very 
short pit-spot  we decided to pull up anchor and head over to a quieter spot with 
Wanderer II at the Swansea Caravan Park.  Much more favourable conditions 
saw the men and Ben have a snorkel/swim whilst Brenda and I hang back deciding to enjoy the shaded position in the cockpit 
of Gunsmoke with refreshments and nibblies.   
 
After lunch the boys rallying each other up for a bit of a race getting Wanderer II in on the act, all three Sabres heading around 
Pulbar and over to Murrays Beach, our evening stop over.  Previously in the morning, the Nunns informed us of a planned 
community evening at Murrays Beach with music and entertainment.  Again with myself on the helm with instructions flying 
from the Captain using words like “catch that lift”, “head up”, “bear away” and ”look up”, slowly but surely I was getting the 
hang of helming.  With Murrays Beach in view we spotted Vivace and Impulse and decide to head over to grab some sailing 
piccies.   
 
On arrival at the fairly new 12 month old jetty at Murrays, we found our fleet had grown to 7 with Artic Turn tided up also.  
Vivace and Impulse also take Hart up on his offer and join our ever-growing “possie”.  What wonderful facilities this place has 
to offer, I think it will become a regular hotspot for the club.  In no time at all, happy hour started and the social joviality of 
NHTYA was in full force involving also our two guests.   Nev and Judy with their deck chairs in tow went up to the concert as 
did Hart, Pam and Mumsie.  Tamo ndoto had been invited to “dine” on Gunsmoke and when all packed up for a fairly early 
evening by our standards (11pm!) laughter and voices could still be heard on the jetty by a few long stayers.   
 
After a sticky but restful sleep, Sunday we woke to overcast but warm conditions.  Breakfast and packing up was done slowly 
with more social interactions.  Gosh I love these cruisey weekends, I often wonder what the rest of the world is doing!!!!  Not 
like Graham at all he tried to rouse up a couple of takers for abit of a sail/race around Pulbar with our destination to the south 
side of Wangi Point.  Everyone decided to go in for a cool-off dip and once all back on board were treated with a spectacular 
sail-by of our newest boat, Kinross, with the proud new owners Derek, Leanne & Melinda on board joined by Ray and Ian.  
You couldn’t wipe the smile of Derek’s face as he circled us two or three times.  After a round of applause he turned around 
heading back to the F jetty ramp when the rest of the crew also followed suit back to Styles.  More windier conditions for the 
afternoon sail saw us back to Styles in no time at all where it was the normal mad dash to derig ready for our return trip back to 
Sydney.   
 
After a quick peek at Kinross around at the F jetty, Gunsmoke and its crew headed home after another hugely successful ‘back 
to basics’ cruise.  A big thanks to Hart and Pam for their hosting of the weekend. 
 
Debbie - Gunsmoke 
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NHTYA Yacht Handicapping Systems 
By Ian Nunn 

I have been asked lately about yacht handicapping systems and in particular about the system our club uses. I have written this 
article to clarify the issue by explaining the systems available and to explain the variables within a Performance Based 
Handicap system, the system used by most yacht clubs. 

There are basically two yacht handicapping systems available, a Class Basic Handicap system and a Performance Based 
Handicap system. Both systems use a Time Correction Factor as a basis for applying handicaps. This is a factor by which the 
Elapsed Time is multiplied by to derive a Corrected Time on which the result of the race is based. 

With the Class Basic Handicap various measurements of the boat and sail plan are taken into account to arrive at a Time 
Correction Factor (handicap) for each design of yacht. The Trailable Class Basic Handicaps was conceived by Yachting 
Victoria in 1985 to cater for open fleet racing of different trailable monohull yachts. Yachting Victoria recommends – “in club 
racing that back calculated personal handicaps be used and that the Class Basic Handicap is used as a starting point for 
handicappers to rate the different boats.” A Class Basic Handicap is a fixed handicap and is only varied when the hull, the rig 
or the sails are changed. The better known Class Basic Handicaps are the IMS and JOG systems used in offshore racing. The 
detail measurements for the Victorian Trailerable Yacht Class Basic Handicap Time Correction Factor or Handicap can be 
downloaded from the Yachting Victoria web site. 

The Performance Based Handicap is a Time Correction Factor (handicap) that continually changes relative to the yacht’s 
performance in each race and is based on a Back Calculated Handicap for each race. The system we use at the NHTYA is a 
Performance Based Handicap and in such a system there are several variables and I will try and explain what these variables 
are and how they affect the system. 

In our NHTYA system we start each new yacht in the fleet on 95% of the Victorian Class Basic Handicap for that make and 
model of yacht (the reason for this will be explained later), then for each race we calculate the Back Calculated Handicap and 
the moving handicap is based on this Back Calculated Handicap.  

The Back Calculated Handicap is the Time Correction Factor (handicap) each yacht in the race would have had to have to dead 
heat with the Reference Boat, ie it is calculated by using the Corrected Time of the Reference Boat. The Back Calculated 
Handicap for a particular boat = Elapsed Time of that boat divided by the Corrected Time of the Reference Boat. (ie if you 
multiply the elapsed time for each boat by the Back Calculated Handicap all boats would have the same Corrected Time as the 
Reference Boat. 

Thus the first variable is how we select the Reference Boat. This can be an actual boat or it can be a hypothetical boat. We 
currently use the 40% boat in the fleet. We take 40% of the number of boats that finish the race and round it off to the nearest 
whole number. Take an example of 12 finishers then 40% of 12 is 4.8, therefore the 5th boat would be the Reference Boat. If 
we decided to use a hypothetical boat we would take 8 tenths of the corrected time difference between the 4th and 5th boat and 
add it to the corrected time of the 4th boat to come up with a Corrected Time on which to calculate the Back Calculated 
Handicap. 

The significance of selecting the Reference Boat is how the handicaps change over time. If we take the extremes and use the 
winner as the Reference Boat then all Back Calculated Handicap’s would be less than the Time Correction Factor (handicap) 
used for the race, and accordingly, all handicaps would be reduced. Similarly if we used the last boat as the Reference Boat all 
handicaps would increase. If we used the 50% boat half the handicaps would be increased and half would decrease. The 40% 
boat is used by most clubs as 40% of the handicaps increase and 60% would decrease. This means mathematically all 
handicaps slowly move down over time, thus giving a slight disadvantage to boats that do not participate on a regular basis. 
This downward trend in corrected at the end of each series by “normalizing” the handicaps as described later. 

The next variable is the Clamps, or the amount by which the Back Calculated Handicap for a particular yacht can vary from 
the original Time Correction Factor (handicap) for a race. To explain the reason for Clamps I will use some illustrations. Last 
year Possum was well ahead of the rest of the fleet in a race and just as she crossed the finish line the breeze dropped right out. 
This resulted in Possum finishing well ahead of the rest of the fleet and consequently winning the race by a big margin. Now 
without Clamps Possum would have suffered and abnormal increase in her handicap for future races. Similarly if a boat misses 
a mark and has to sail back to it or suffers some gear failure she would suffer an abnormal decrease in her handicap resulting in 
having an unfair advantage in future races. 

To minimize this we set Clamps, ie the percentage by which the Back Calculated Handicap for a particular yacht can vary 
from the original Time Correction Factor (handicap) for that yacht for the race. In the NHTYA system we use an upper clamp 
of 4% and a lower clamp of 3%. That is if the Back Calculated Handicap for a yacht is greater than 4% above her Time 
Correction Factor (handicap) then the Back Calculated Handicap is adjusted to 4% above the Time Correction Factor 
(handicap) for the purpose of calculating the new handicap. Similarly if the Back Calculated Handicap is less than 3% below 
the Time Correction Factor (handicap) then the Back Calculated Handicap is adjusted to 3% below the Time Correction Factor 
(HANDICAP) for the purpose of calculating her new handicap. 

These Clamps are arbitrary and vary from club to club. I understand both LMYC and Wangi now use 5% for an upper clamp 
and 3% for a lower clamp. 
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The next issue is how we calculate the New Time Correction FACTOR (handicap). We now have an adjusted Back 
Calculated Handicap and in the NHTYA system we use 80% of the original Time Correction Factor (handicap) and 20% of the 
adjusted Back Calculated Handicap (plus any penalty) to calculate the Time Correction Factor (handicap) for the next race (the 
New Time Correction Factor). Mathematically this is equivalent to averaging the boats last 5 performances. If we used 75% 
and 25% it would be mathematically equivalent to averaging the last 4 performances. 

The next variable is Penalties, ie the penalty a yacht suffers for winning or being placed in a race. The NHTYA currently uses 
penalties of 1%, 0.5% and 0.25% for 1st, 2nd and 3rd respectively. That is after using 80% of the original TCH and 20% of the 
adjusted BACK CALCULATED HANDICAP another 1% is added to the total Time Correction factor (handicap) to get the 
New Time Correction Factor (handicap) for the winner, and so on the 2nd and 3rd placed boats. 

Penalties are always contentious. Some clubs don’t use them at all on the principle that the objective is to win the race and why 
should you be penalised if you achieve that objective? Other clubs use a system based on a Differential Biased Average 
whereby all boats suffer some penalty if they finish ahead of the Reference Boat, varying as to how far ahead of the Reference 
Boat they finish and similarly all boats finishing behind the Reference Boat are subject to some betterment, again depending on 
how far behind the Reference Boat they finish. This is a complicated system and I would only be too happy to explain it to 
anybody who is interested. 

The main issue is to set these various variables so the handicaps reflect performance and do not change too slowly. If on the 
other hand they change too quick you get what handicappers refer to as a “snakes and ladders effect”. In fact for Provisional 
boats we use 75% and 25% without clamps. This means after 3 races a new boat should be on an equal footing with the rest of 
the fleet. 

All tools, the proprietary tools Top Yacht or Yachtmaster and the Excel spreadsheet we use all do exactly the same thing, they 
calculate the race results and the New Time Correction Factor (handicap) based on the variables set in the system, the 
difference in various systems is the choice of the variables. 

The other issue worth mentioning is the “normalizing” of handicaps at the start of a series. We average the last 5 adjusted Back 
Calculated Handicap’s, thus eliminating the effects of any penalties in the last few races. Then we take the best performed boat 
in the fleet, relative to the Victorian Class Basic Handicap’s, adjust it to 95% of the Class Basic Handicap and then adjust the 
handicaps of all other yachts in the fleet by the same percentage. To explain this lets us look at a hypothetical case where the 
best performed boat in the fleet (ie the one whose Time Correction Factor (handicap) was the highest relative to the Class 
Basic Handicap’s was Zorro and her Time Correction Factor (handicap) was 93.6% of  the Class Basic Handicap for a Ross 
780 MkII yacht. We would the raise all Time Correction Factor (handicap)’s by 1.4% to bring Zorro’s Time Correction Factor 
(handicap) to 95% of the Class Basic Handicap for that boat. By doing this and by giving all new boats a provisional handicap 
of 95% of the Class Basic Handicap we are virtually giving each new boat an initial handicap equal to the best performed boat 
in the fleet. 

I hope this explanation will help demystify the system of Performance Based Handicapping. The system is the same no mater 
what tool you use it all depends on what you choose as the variables to use in the system and this is simply a value judgment 
made by the handicapper or he race Committee. Many different combinations can be tried to see the effect they produce, but 
bear in mind you are dealing with a mixed fleet where some boats perform better in heavy or light weather and on a particular 
point of sailing. Ideally a perfect course should have equal amounts of working, reaching and running but this is seldom the 
case resulting in the predominant point of sailing favouring some boats.  

****************************************** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�

THEY ARE HERE   
 

New club Burgees are available.  
 They are $20 each fully sewn 

 
The price is only cost recoverable 

 
Available from the Secretary 

 
Show that you are proud of our club and 

fly the flag!! 
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Australia Day Cruise. 
Hosted By Kinross  

  
We will all meet at Styles Point and launch by 10.30am. 

Next a swim if its hot at the Sand near Swansea Caravan Park. 
Have lunch and prepare for the sail north to Speers Point Park. 

Depending on the weather we will either camp at or around the park to 
enjoy the festivities or tie up to shore just west of the Marks Point 

Marina and between the new wharf. 
Sunday will be a slow wake up and sail to the sands again or 

 Pulbah for lunch and a race around sunken rock to Swan Bay for our 
over night. In Swan Bay we will beach on the sand strip on the 

western side depending on the weather. If it is strong east winds we 
might go to Browns Bay after Sunken Rock. TBA. 

Monday will be a sail for a swim at the Sands and  Lunch and a 
retrieve when ready. 

Prize Poker will played out for the cruise prize. Awarded on  
Sunday Night Happy Hour. 

All boats will fly club colours and Australian themed flags or 
streamers for the best dressed boat competition on Saturday. 

Byo Food and Drink. 
Every attendee must be able to tell 3 Australian Jokes for our  

Sunday joke feast ( Keep it Clean ). 
Contact Leanne and Derek 
0414 501133 or 49501987 
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BOB FUSSELL  
MARINE & SAIL CENTRE 

·  BOAT ACCESSORIES 
·  WET WEATHER CLOTHING 
·  NEW SAILS, REPAIRS, 

 ALTERATIONS 
·  TERMINAL SWAGING 
·  WIRE ROPE SPLICING 
·  COMPUTER AIDED SAIL DESIGN 
·  WIRE BALUSTRADING 

PH. 49584488 
392 The Esplanade, Warners Bay 

After Hours: 49489517 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
North Hamilton Tender Center       Next Tender Dates  
50 Clyde St          
Hamilton North         4th January – 6th January  
NSW 2303         18th January – 20th January  
49623800         1st  February – 3rd February  
hamiltonnorth@tender.net.au       15th February – 17th February  
 
 
The Tender Center sells goods by tendering – ie. Make an offer ! 
Every fortnight thousands of items are offered for sale in our show room 
Book your goods in for sale for maximum returns – hassle free 
 
Sales are held fortnightly (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) have a look around, place a tender on items that 
interest you. Results are available online from Sunday night. 
 
We accept goods for tender most days leading up to a sale. You just bring your goods in and we sell them 
for you (on commission basis). 

North Hamilton 

 
OOD Roster  

 
2008 
 

Race 1 Autumn Race 2 Autumn 
9/2/08   10/2/08 
Farr Horizon  X-Rated 
 
Race 3 Autumn  Race 4 Autumn 
8/3/08   9/3/08 
Windsong  Possum 
 
Race 5 Autumn  Race 6 Autumn 
12/4/08  13/4/08 
Blue Moon   Zorro 
 
Race 7 Autumn Race 8 Autumn  
17/5/08  18/5/08 
Binnaway   
If you can’t do it on your allocated date swap 
with someone else and let Greg know 
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Taree Aquatic Club Notice of Race 

23rd Manning Marathon Regatta 
Saturday 12 th January 2008 

All Class Sailing Race at Manning Point. Beach entries $6. 2.30pm 
Start 

Sunday 13 th January 2008 

Manning Marathon 
Manning Point to Taree 
OPEN TO ALL SAILING CLASSES 
Total prize value in excess of $1500 
Entry $30 per craft, (includes 1 printed T shirt. Extra shirts available at $15 ea). 
Polo shirts & caps will also be available. 
Junior skipper (under 16) entries $20 including T shirt. 
Club Secretaries will have entry forms or visit the Website. Post Entries to 
Sailing Secretary: Taree Aquatic Club PO Box 908 TAREE 2430. 
Beach Entries $35 , 9am to 12 noon on race day at Manning Point. 

Classes Class comprises five or more of the same craft. 
Prize for first over the line (Cock of the River) 
Prizes for each class. Total prize value in excess of $1500 

Facilities 
Ramp and rigging area near starting area. 
Caravan Parks nearby. Ocean Caravan Park 02 65532624 
Weeroona Caravan Park 02 65532635 
Hot breakfast available Sunday morning at Manning Point Marina. 
Snacks, light meals and drinks available at Manning Point Store. 
Food available after race at Taree Aquatic Club. 

Start 
Briefing approximately 11am on the beach. 
Start time approximately 12 noon – 2pm Various starts. 
Line Honours contenders 2pm start. 
More Information? www. sailos.info 
Phone. Ross Green AH 65533243 BH 65521218 

Adam Cause AH 65500234 BH 05527277



'��()�*�����&��+�����'�,��-������.�	�-�/�& �	���

�0 �

�� 20

SEA YA   is for Sale 
 

Sonata 26 

 
Front raising mast 
Galley on Starboard side 
2 Mains [ 1 cruising , 1 fully battened New ]  
5 Headsails [3x No3, 1 New, 1 cruising, 1 old, 1 x No2 cruising, 1 x No4 average ] 
2 Spinnakers [ 1 x 6oz Large, 1 x Medium cruising ] 
Spinnaker Pole 
New Halyards  
2 Speed Sheet & Halyard Winches 
Mariner 9.9hp extra long shaft excellent running order. 1998 with Charging unit 
Mast support for trailering & Tarp 
Solar panel with regulator 
Raymarine ST1000 Autohelm 
Dual Batteries with switch and charging point. 
Raymarine Bi Data ST 40 New 
Compass new , Suunto hull mount 
2 Burner with grill metho stove  
New cushion covers  
Teak Folding Table 
VHF and 27mg radios 
Clarion sound system  
Porta Potty 
Large plough anchor, chain and warp in Large Anchor Well, plus stern sand anchor chain and warp 
New Life lines 
Boom Tent- Pop Top Cover- Front Hatch Cover 
Sail Cover – Boom 
New Carpet 
100 ltr. Water Bladder with Electric Tap 
Removable Swim Ladder 
Oceanseas Bimini for Cruising 
Tiller Extension 
Fenders & Safeties 
Reg, Felk  tilt trailer with new wobblies , rollers ,LED lights ,retriever mates and Bearing Buddies. 
Very Sea Worthy 
Optional: used wife who argues about setting sail, can also supply picture of boat and motor. 

12 months membership to NHTYA  [ conditions apply ]                    $35,000   ono 
  
 Phone Derek on 0414501133 or email: Derek@bravo.net.au 
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